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City and Borough of Wrangell 

Borough Assembly Meeting 
AGENDA 

 

October 9, 2012 – 7:00 p.m.            Location:  Assembly Chambers, City Hall 

 
1.     CALL TO ORDER 

a. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Assembly Member Bill Privett 
b. INVOCATION given by Greg Knight 
c. COMMUNITY PRESENTATION  

 
2.     ROLL CALL 
 
3.     AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
4.     CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
5.     CONSENT AGENDA: 

a. Items (*) 6a, 7a, 7b, 7c, 7d 
 

6.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
*a. Minutes of Regular Assembly meeting held September 25, 2012 
 

7.     COMMUNICATIONS 
*a Minutes of Regular  Hospital Board meeting held June 20, 2012; Minutes 

of Regular Hospital Board meeting held August 29, 2012; Minutes of 
Special Hospital Board held September 10, 2012 

*b Minutes of Regular School Board meeting held September 18, 2012 
*c Department of the Army – Corp Permit Application – POA-2012-734 – 

Proposed Fill Lot D Health Care Subdivision 
*d Department of the Army – Corps of Engineers Alaska District – GP-2007-

372-M1 – General Permit SPECIAL PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

8.     BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
9.     BOROUGH CLERK’S FILE 
  
10.   MAYOR/ASSEMBLY REPORTS AND APPOINTMENTS 

a. Reports by Assembly Members 
b. City Board and Committee Appointments 
c. Elect Vice-Mayor 

   
11.   PERSONS TO BE HEARD 
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12.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
  
13.   NEW BUSINESS 
 

a. Discussion regarding the Order Denying a Request for Rehearing issued by the 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to Cascade Creek, LLC. 
 

b. Power Plant and Substation SCADA System Upgrades Change Order #1 to EPS 
Consulting Engineers’ Design Build Contract 
 

14.   ATTORNEY’S FILE 
 
15.   EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
16.   ADJOURNMENT 
  































































TO:  THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND ASSEMBLY 
  CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
FROM: TIMOTHY D. ROONEY 
  BOROUGH MANAGER 
 
RE:  BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
DATE: October 5, 2012 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MANAGERIAL: 
LYNCH STREET – As you may be aware, both concrete facilities ran out of concrete.  Between 
the Front Street project and the Marine Service Center Paving project, there simply was not 
enough to go around.  In fact, the Front Street Project had to borrow concrete from the company 
supplying concrete for the Marine Service Center in order to finish.   
 
While initially the extra concrete from the Marine Service Center was going to be used for 
Lynch, both Mr. Johnson and I felt that it was important to complete Front Street first.  
Additional concrete has arrived onsite, and work on Lynch Street has resumed.  The weather 
forecast for the next several days looks promising as well and it is staff’s hope that the project 
will be completed by the end of next week. 
 
CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL V. SELLE-REA, ROBINSON, BJORGE, MCGEE, 
NELSON, ETTTEFAUGH, RHINEHART – Attached for your information and review is the 
former Wrangell Medical Center Administrator’s opposition to the filing made by the City and 
Borough of Wrangell for the return of the laptop computer and iPad in order to allow for a 
forensic review of their contents.  Mr. Blasco is working on the response by the City and 
Borough of Wrangell which is required to be filed by the end of the day Monday, October 8, 
2012.      
 
WRANGELL MEDICAL CENTER ITEMS – The following items relate to different items of 
interest regarding the Wrangell Medical Center: 
 

INTERIM MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT - An agreement has been reached between 
the City and Borough of Wrangell and PeaceHealth for the purpose of conducting interim  

 
“Lying in the hospital, thinking of all those women going for cancer checkups 

because of me, I'd come to recognize more clearly the power of the woman in the 
White House. Not my power, but the power of the position, a power which could be 

used to help.” 
- Betty Ford 

October is Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month 
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management services at Wrangell Medical Center.  The agreement, attached for your 
information and review, became effective October 1, 2012.  Mr. Kendall Sawa, an 
employee of PeaceHealth, is here in Wrangell and performing Interim 
CEO/Administrator Services to fulfill the agreement. 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 865 – Ordinance No. 865, passed and approved unanimously by the 
Borough Assembly on August 28, 2012, incorporated several changes to the Wrangell 
Municipal Code relating to the Wrangell Medical Center.  At the time of its approval, the 
Borough Assembly pledged to review several of the items of concern expressed by 
citizens regarding the ordinance.  Specifically, citizen concerns centered on the legality of 
the mandated Assemblymember Board liaison participating in Executive Sessions and 
conflict between the personnel manuals.  Mr. Blasco also met with the Wrangell Medical 
Center Board Chairman, Mr. Woody Wilson about additional concerns that Mr. Wilson 
had with the ordinance. 
 
Mr. Blasco is in the process of completing a memorandum to my office regarding those 
concerns which I will then forward to the Borough Assembly once finalized.  Any 
recommended changes will then be incorporated into a revised ordinance and placed on 
the October 23, 2012 Borough Assembly agenda for a first reading and subsequent public 
hearing. 
 
REPLACEMENT PROJECT – While in Craig last week for Southeast Conference, Mr. 
Blasco and I participated in a teleconference with representatives of AHFD and 
Sanderling in order to move forward with the finalization of the component contract.  Mr. 
Blasco participated in an additional meeting this week with representatives from AHFD 
and it is hoped that the component contract will be finalized by the end of the month. 
 
Additionally, I was contacted by Mr. Keith Perkins of the USDA this week and we have 
scheduled a telephone call this afternoon to discuss the organizational process with the 
project team moving forward.  Once USDA approves this process, project team meetings 
will once again resume. 

 
UPCOMING TRAVEL –I will be out of the office October 10-11, 2012 for medical purposes.  
Mr. Jabusch will be Acting Borough Manager in my absence.  
 
TIMESHEET – My timesheet for the month of September is attached for your information and 
review. 
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CAPITAL PROJECTS: 
CITY DOCK - Northwest Underwater Construction (NUC) is 90% complete on the protective 
pile wrap system for the splash zone.  They have also completed the repairs to dock abutment.  
Pile wraps will continue until the project is complete. 

 

 
 
During the recent wind storm that Wrangell endured a few weeks ago, several completed pile 
wraps were damaged by the summer float which was ripped away from its secured location.  
NUC has been asked to replace the damaged wraps, and will be compensated on a time and 
materials basis through a subsequent change order.  NUC is still on schedule for project 
completion by mid-October 2012.   
 
COMMUNITY CENTER ROOF REPLACEMENT - Johnson Construction and Supply, Inc. 
(JCSI) continues work on the Community Center Roof Replacement project.  Roofing panels and 
gutters are complete on all phases, including the lower entry roofs.  The work remaining is 
flashings, downspouts and various trim installations.  The contractor is scheduling the 
manufacturer’s technician’s return to Wrangell to perform an installation inspection for the 
purpose of certifying the roof for warranty.  JCSI is still on schedule for project completion by 
the end of October 2012.   
 
COMMUNITY GARDEN GRANTS –  

FARMERS MARKET BUSINESS PLAN - The Wrangell Community Market 
business plan, written by a University of Alaska, Center for Economic 
Development graduate student, Jamie Arnett, was submitted to the Farmers 
Market Promotional Program, through the Wrangell Medical Center, at the end of 
September 2012.  Assistance in the development of the business plan was 
provided by Staff through planning and implementation of the pilot farmers 
market, which took place in Wrangell this 2012 season. 



Borough Manager’s Report 
October 5, 2012 
Page 4 of 7 
 

The main goal of a farmers market in Wrangell is to make fresh produce available 
to Wrangell residents.  Beyond this primary goal, the market is being created to 
act as a community gathering place and an economic development tool by 
promoting products that are locally grown, raised, harvested, and handmade.  The 
business plan describes operations and strategies for the market and benefits for 
the vendors and the community as a whole.  

 
Wrangell looks forward to using the business plan as a guide to continue 
development of the Wrangell Community Market.  The public can access the 
business plan on the City & Borough of Wrangell’s webpage at the following 
link: http://www.wrangell.com/community/community-market-0 
 
WIND TURBINE/GREENHOUSE PROJECTS - Due to programmatic changes 
in Washington D.C., resulting in the postponement of the greenhouse project, 
staff requested an additional time extension for the wind turbine project, allowing 
time to realize if the supporting greenhouse project is to become a reality.  If so, 
we would ask that the additional time necessary to complete the wind turbine 
project be granted once notice is received that the greenhouse project will be 
maintained.  To date, USDA has provided no additional information on the status 
of the greenhouse grant. 

 
ETOLIN STREET AND MEDICAL CAMPUS UTILITIES - Ketchikan Ready Mix was on site 
last week, finalizing their punch list work.  A final inspection by PND Engineers is expected 
prior to closing out the project with the Contractor.  Boreal Controls was on site last week 
working on the telemetry system for the lift station. They have a final programming of the 
telemetry radio to perform before finalizing their portion of the lift station work.   
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.wrangell.com/community/community-market-0


Borough Manager’s Report 
October 5, 2012 
Page 5 of 7 
 
MARINE SERVICE CENTER CONCRETE PAVING - S&S General Contractors completed the 
last three concrete pours at the Marine Service Center project, as reported previously, in areas 5 
and 6.  Following sealing of these areas, the contractor will be provided a letter of “Substantial 
Completion” and the City and Borough of Wrangell will begin to utilize these areas.  The 
contractor is currently concentrating on installing construction joint sealant throughout the 
project and will begin the Additive Alternate A (oil water separator) work during the week of 
October 8, 2012.  The Contractor plans to finalize the project in advance of their November 15, 
2012 completion date.   
 
MARINE SERVICE CENTER CONCRETE PAVING PHASE II - PND Engineers were in town 
during the week of October 1, 2012, performing survey and design preparations for their 35% 
completion level plan review design submittal for the Marine Service Center, Concrete Paving, 
Phase 2.  This submittal is scheduled to be received for staff review by the end of October.  The 
final engineering design is scheduled to be complete by March 2013, after which the 
construction bidding phase will follow. 
 
POWER PLANT SCADA SYSTEM UPGRADES - EPS Engineering has completed their design 
and implementation for the upgrades to the existing SCADA system (computer monitoring 
system) for the Wrangell Electric Department’s power house and for the addition of a new 
computer monitoring and control system for the Southeast Alaska Power Authority’s Wrangell 
substation, both of which will provide better monitoring capabilities of feeder loads.   
 
Realizing a balance in the grant funds available for this project, staff requested a cost estimate 
from EPS to increase the scope of their work to include Programmable Logic Controller (PLC) 
equipment (used for electrical systems’ automation), as well as web (internet) viewing 
capabilities, which will allow the system to be accessed from remote locations.  A change order 
for this additional work is contained on the October 9, 2012 agenda for Assembly approval. 
 
 
WRANGELL CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU: 
BUSINESS AND TRAVEL PLANNER – Wrangell Convention and Visitors Bureau (WCVB) 
initiated the process of developing a new business and travel planner nearly a year ago.  
Originally, only minor modifications – text updates and photos – were going to be included.  As 
the review continued, however, the WCVB Board decided that additional information needed to 
be added as well substantial changes to layout and content.   
 
The design work is almost complete and the CVB is preparing to issue an RFP for printing, after 
a review of a final draft at their October meeting.  The planner is actually only printed about 
every three to four years and provides a high value to local businesses that advertise within it. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this item, please contact Ms. Rushmore. 
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LIBRARY: 
E-BOOKS – Within the next few weeks, the library will be offering a new service – e-books.  
Users will be able to browse a website, check out an electronic book with a valid library card, 
and download to a PC and many mobile devices.  Users will need to load books to load software 
to load books to an iPod, Sony Reader, Nook, Kindle, or other similar devices.  Titles will 
automatically expire at the end of the lending period and there are no late fees. 
 
The introductory first year of this program was included in the City and Borough of Wrangell’s 
library budget for FY 2012-13.  The second year will be funded by a grant from the Institute of 
Libraries and Museums which was sponsored by the Wrangell Cooperative Association. 
 
This new service, powered by OverDrive, is free for patrons with their library card.  Soon the 
community will be able to download audiobooks, ebooks, and more by visiting 
www.wrangell.com/library.   
 
 
ONLINE WITH LIBRARIES – On September 20-21, 2012, Ms. Jabusch attended the Alaska 
Online with Libraries (OWL) Sustainability Summit in Anchorage sponsored by the Alaska State 
Library.  This project was funded by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Alaska State 
Library, Rasmuson Foundation, and Broadband USA.  The purpose of the summit was to focus 
on how to sustain the OWL Project in order to cover high costs of internet connectivity for the 
public libraries in Alaska. 
 
The cost of the summit, including airfare, hotel, and per diem was covered by a grant through the 
OWL Project. 
 
RAFFLE – The Friends of the Library are sponsoring a raffle that will benefit the Irene Ingle 
Public Library.  The raffle is for 50,000 Alaska Airline miles and are for sale for $1 each or 6 for 
$5.  These tickets can be purchased from Cathy Schmidt, Renate Davies, Cindy Sweat, Kay 
Jabusch, Lana Johnson, Judy Duncan, me or at the public library.  The fundraiser is in lieu of the 
annual Dessert Bar and the drawing will be on or before December 24, 2012. 
 
The Alaska Airline miles were anonymously donated and the Friends of the Library are 
extremely appreciative of this generous gift. 
 
FALL STORYTIME – Storytime for all pre-school children began on October 4, 2012.  
Storytime will continue to be conducted every Thursday at 10:00 AM through December 13, 
2012 and consists of stories, crafts, and snacks centered around various themes. 
 
If you have any questions regarding these items, please contact Ms. Jabusch.    
 

http://www.wrangell.com/library
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PARKS AND RECREATION: 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS – The following items have been submitted by the Parks and 
Recreation Department for information purposes: 

 All outside restroom facilities have been closed and winterized 
 All lawn mowers have been serviced and readied to go for next Spring 
 Youth basketball games began on Saturday, September 29, 2012 and will continue 

through October every Tuesday and Thursday. 
 Ms. Victoria Martin and Ms. Holly Hammer are traveling to Anchorage next week for a 

week of training and to attend the Alaska Recreation and Park Association annual 
meeting. 

 A swim club has been organized by Mikayla Stokes (lifeguard) for her senior project. It is 
taking place on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. Currently there are about 25 
participants. 

 Two more lifeguards (Sasha Ashton and Asia Prus) are going to teach swim lessons to 
home school children for their senior project. 

 Holly Hammer just returned from Hydrofit water exercise teacher training in Oregon, 
paid for through AmeriCorps. 

 
If you have questions regarding any of these items, please contact Mr. Covalt. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Opposition response to return of laptop and iPad 
2. Management Services Agreement between City and Borough of Wrangell and 

PeaceHealth 
3. September Timesheet 
 







































































BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 

AGENDA ITEM 

October 9, 2012 

 

ITEM NO. 10  MAYOR/ASSEMBLY REPORTS AND APPOINTMENTS: 

 
INFORMATION:  This agenda item is reserved for the Mayor and Assembly Member’s special 
reports.  Such information items as municipal league activities, reports from committees on which 
members sit, conference attendance, etc., are examples of items included here. 
 

a. Reports by Assembly Members 

b. City Board and Committee Appointments 

 

Planning & Zoning Commission  (2 vacancies – 3 year terms) 
 
Parks & Recreation Board  (2 vacancies – 3 year terms) 
 
WCVB     (1 vacancy – 3 year term) 
 
TBPA Commission   (1 vacancy – 3 year term) 
 
Economic Development Committee (3 vacancies – 3 year terms) 
 
Cemetery Committee   (1 vacancy – 3 year term) 
 
Nolan Museum/Civic Center Board (3 vacancies – 3 year terms) 
 

 

Letters Received from: Rudy Briskar – P&Z 
Betty Keegan – P&Z 

    Holly Hammer – Parks & Recreation 
    Timothy B. Berberich – Parks & Recreation 
    Marian Glenz – WCVB 
    David Galla – TBPA 
    Kipha Valvoda – TBPA 
    Jeremy M. Maxand – Economic Development Committee 
    Marlene Clarke – Economic Development Committee 
    Kay Larson – Cemetery Committee 
    Susan F. Ritchie – Cemetery Committee 
    Beth Comstock – Nolan Museum/Civic Center Board 
    Keene Kohrt – Nolan Museum/Civic Center Board 
 

c. Elect Vice-Mayor 

(recommended motion: Move to nominate ?????? for Vice-Mayor. There 

needs to be a second to the motion) 
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