
  
  

 

 
City and Borough of Wrangell 

Borough Assembly Meeting 
AGENDA 

 
August 26, 2014 – 7:00 p.m.                                         Location:  Assembly Chambers, City Hall 

 
1.     CALL TO ORDER 

a. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE led by Assembly Member Daniel Blake 
b. INVOCATION to be given by Don McConachie 
c. CEREMONIAL MATTERS – Community Presentations, Proclamations, Certificates of Service, Guest Introductions 

i. Proclamation – Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 
ii. Margaret Villarma – Recognition for 25 years of Service 

iii. Tim Buness – Recognition for 25 years of Service 
 

2.     ROLL CALL  
 
3.     AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
4.     CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
5.     CONSENT AGENDA 

a. Items (*) 6a, 7a, 7b, 7c, 7d, and 7e 
 

6.     APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
*a. Minutes of the Regular Assembly meeting held July 22, 2014 

 
7.     COMMUNICATIONS 

*a U.S. Dept. of the Army Corps of Engineers – application for a Permit (POA-2014-326) filed by 
Burrell Byford 
*b    Minutes of the Regular Thomas Bay Power Commission meeting held July 9, 2014  
*c    Quarterly Expenditure Report for Southeast Senior Services Wrangell (Catholic Community 
Service) for the period of April 1 thru June 30, 2014 
*d   Application from Jesse West to the Dept. of the Army Corps of Engineers (POA-2014-377) 
*e   Request from James Anderson to the Dept. of the Army Corps of Engineers (POA-2014-345) 

  
8.     BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
9.     BOROUGH CLERK’S FILE 
  
10.   MAYOR/ASSEMBLY REPORTS AND APPOINTMENTS 

a. Reports by Assembly Members  
b. Appointment to fill the vacancy on the Thomas Bay Power Commission 

 
11.   PERSONS TO BE HEARD 
 
12.   UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 
 
 
 



  
  

 

 
13.   NEW BUSINESS 

a. PROPOSED ORDINANCE No. 884:  AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 
BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING TITLE 2 OF THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL 
CODE, SPECIFICALLY AMENDING SECTION 2.16 CANDIDATES, 2.20 VOTING, SECTION 
2.28 CANVASSING RETURNS, AND 2.36 ELECTION OFFENSES (first reading) 
 

b. PROPOSED ORDINANCE No. 885: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 
BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 
1.08, BOROUGH FLAG, SPECIFICALLY SECTION 1.08.010 AND 1.08.020 (first reading) 
 

c. PROPOSED ORDINANCE No. 886: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 
BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING, AND ADDING NEW SECTIONS, TO TITLE 
1 OF THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE, GENERAL PROVISIONS (first reading)  
 

d. PROPOSED ORDINANCE No 887: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 
BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING, AND ADDING NEW A NEW CHAPTER 
AND NEW SECTIONS, TO TITLE 7 OF THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE, ANIMALS (first 
reading) 
 

e. PROPOSED ORDINANCE No. 888: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 
BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING CHAPTER 3.36 OF THE WRANGELL 
MUNICIPAL CODE, SCHOOL BOARD (first reading) 
 

f. Letter of continued support for grant funding by SEAPA to AEA for the Swan Lake 
Reservoir Expansion Project 
 

g. Approval of the design proposal for the Alaska Court Remodel  
 

h. Approval to send a letter to our Congressional Delegates opposing the construction, 
development, and operation of open pit mining activities  
 

i. Approval to sell City owned lots 
 

j. Approval to proceed with processing the 2012-2013 Property Tax Foreclosures 
 

k. Approval to sell City owned Foreclosed Lots through the land Disposal Process  
 

l. RESOLUTION No. 08-14-1299: A RESOLUTION  OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 
BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, TO ACCEPT A LOAN IN THE AMOUNT OF UP TO 
$542,249 FROM THE STATE OF ALASKA, DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONSERVATION 

 
14.   ATTORNEY’S FILE 
 
15.   EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
16.   ADJOURNMENT  



Agenda Items 1 - 6 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
 

ITEM NO. 1 CALL TO ORDER: 
INFORMATION:  The Mayor, by code, is required to call the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Borough 
Assembly Chambers.  Special meetings or continued meetings may be called for at differing times but at the same 
location.  Notice of such will be required by the Borough Clerk.  The Mayor will call the meeting to order according 
to such special or continued meeting notice.  At all meetings of the assembly, four assembly members or three 
members and the mayor shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, but a smaller number less than a 
quorum may adjourn a meeting to a later date.   
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
The Mayor, as presiding officer, is to call the meeting of the Borough Assembly to 
order, with the following actions to follow: 
 

a. Pledge of Allegiance to be given by Assembly Member Daniel Blake 
b. Invocation to be given by Don McConachie 
c. Ceremonial Matters – Community Presentations, Proclamations, Certificates of Service, Guest Introductions 

i. Proclamation – Childhood Cancer Awareness Month 
ii. Margaret Villarma – Recognition for 25 years of Service 

iii. Tim Buness – Recognition for 25 years of Service 
 
ITEM NO. 2 ROLL CALL – BOROUGH CLERK: 
 
INFORMATION:  The Borough Clerk shall conduct a roll call of each elected and duly qualified Assembly 
Member.  Such call shall result in an entry of those present or absent from the meeting.  The roll call is primarily 
utilized in determining if sufficient member(s) are present to conduct a meeting.  The Borough Clerk may randomly 
change the conduct of the roll to be fair to the members of the governing body unless the council determined an 
adopted procedure for roll call which is different than currently in use. 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Borough Clerk to conduct a roll call by voice vote.  Each member to signify by saying 
here, present (or equal) to give evidence of attendance. 
 
 
ITEM NO. 3 AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA: 
 
INFORMATION: The assembly may amend the agenda at the beginning of its meeting.  The outline of the 
agenda shall be as from time to time prescribed and amended by resolution of the assembly.  (WMC 3.04.100) 



 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
The Mayor should request of the members if there are any amendments to the posted agenda.  THE 
MAYOR MAY RULE ON ANY REQUEST OR THE ASSEMBLY MEMBERS MAY VOTE ON EACH 
AMENDMENT. 
 
ITEM NO. 4 CONFLICT OF INTEREST: 
 
INFORMATION: The purpose of this agenda item is to set reasonable standards of conduct for elected and 
appointed public officials and for city employees, so that the public may be assured that its trust in such persons is 
well placed and that the officials and employees themselves are aware of the high standards of conduct demanded 
of persons in like office and position. 
 
An elected city official may not participate in any official action in which he/she or a member of his/her household 
has a substantial financial interest. 
 
 
ITEM NO. 5 CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
INFORMATION: Items listed on the Consent Agenda or marked with an asterisk (*) are considered part of the 
Consent Agenda and will be passed in one motion unless the item has been removed by an Assembly Member or the 
Mayor and placed on the regular agenda under Unfinished Business. 

 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to approve those Agenda items listed under the Consent Agenda and those 
marked with an asterisk (*) Items: 
 
*6a, 7a, 7b, 7c, 7d, & 7e 
 
ITEM NO. 6 APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
INFORMATION: 
 
6a Minutes of the Regular Assembly meeting held July 22, 2014  
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Minutes of Regular Assembly Meeting  

Held on July 22, 2014 
 
Mayor David L. Jack called the Regular Assembly meeting to order at 7:03 p.m., July 22, 
2014, in the Borough Assembly Chambers. Assembly Members Decker, Mitchell, and 
McCloskey were present. Assembly Member Wiederspohn and Blake were absent. Borough 
Manager Jeff Jabusch and Borough Clerk Kim Lane were also in attendance.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Assembly Member Mark Mitchell.  
 
Invocation was given by Donald McConachie, Sr. 
 
CEREMONIAL MATTERS – Community Presentations, Proclamations, Certificates of Service, Guest Introductions 

Certificates of Service for James Stough – Borough Assembly and Mark Mitchell – Planning & 
Zoning Commission were presented.  
 
AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA – Mayor Jack stated that since Agenda Item 13f included the 
SEAPA Agreement, there was no need for an Executive Session. There was no objection from 
the Assembly.  
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST – None.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
M/S: McCloskey/Decker, to approve Consent Agenda Items marked with an (*) asterisk; 6a, 
7a, 7b, 7c, 7d, 7e, and 7f. Motion approved unanimously by polled vote. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the June 24, 2014 Public Hearing and Regular Assembly meetings, and the 
minutes of the July 11, 2014 Special Assembly meeting were approved, as presented.  
 
COMMUNICATIONS 

*a. Minutes of the Regular School Board meeting held on May 19, 2014 
*b. Travel Summary Report for the Months of April and May, 2014 
*c.  Minutes of the Thomas Bay Power Commission meetings held June 5, 2014, June 12, 2014, 
and June 27, 2014 
*d. Letter of permission (POA-2014-250) from the Dept. of the Army, AK Dist. U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to Kiewit Infrastructure West Co.  
*e. Response to a permit (POA-2014-264) from John and Joan Sargent, issued by the Dept. of 
the Army, AK Dist. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
*f. Update on the Conceptual Wrangell Trail Link Design Layout – Amber Al-Haddad, Parks 
Director and Carol Rushmore – Economic Development Director 
 

BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT 
Borough Manager Jabusch’s report was provided.  
 
BOROUGH CLERK’S FILE 
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In addition to the Clerk’s Report, Clerk Lane read a letter aloud for the Assembly and listening 
public from Kay Jabusch, Wrangell Librarian which announced her retirement as the Librarian, 
effective January 1, 2015.  
 
MAYOR/ASSEMBLY REPORTS AND APPOINTMENTS 
10a Reports by Assembly Members 
Mayor Jack reported that he attended the last Hospital Board Meeting.  
 
10b Mayor Jack appointed Becky Rooney to fill the vacancy on the Borough Assembly until 
October 2014. There were no objections from the Assembly.   
 
10c Mayor Jack volunteered to serve as the Hospital Board Liaison up until the next election.  
 
10d Appointment to fill the vacancy on the Thomas Bay Power Commission. There were no 
letters of interest received for this vacancy.  
 
10e Mayor Jack appointed Christina Florschultz and Apryl Hutchinson to fill the vacancies 
on the Planning & Zoning Commission for the unexpired terms until October 2016. There were 
no objections from the Assembly.  
 
PERSONS TO BE HEARD – None.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS – None.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 
13a  Discussion regarding changing the $1,000,000 value for the sale or lease of borough 
property as defined in Charter section 5-14, Contracts and Sales (question was raised by 
Assembly Member Decker at the June 24, 2014 Regular Assembly mtg.) 
 
It was the consent of the Assembly to direct the Borough Clerk to send a memo to the Economic 
Development Committee to have them look at what the benefits could be for the community if 
the threshold were increased.  
 
13b  Approval of City Tidelands Annual Five-Year Reassessments 
 
M/S: Decker/McCloskey, to the five-year City Tideland Reassessments as presented 
 
Mayor Jack questioned how the proposed rates compared to the current rates. Manager 
Jabusch said that we (Clerk) would get that information for the Assembly.   
 
Motion approved unanimously by polled vote.   
 
13c Approval to award a contractor for the Waterfront Master Plan 
 
M/S: Decker/McCloskey, to award the contract for planning services for a Waterfront 
Master Plan to Corvus Design, Inc. Motion approved unanimously by polled vote.  
 



 
 

 
 
13d Approval to surplus a police vehicle, and items that were seized or impounded 
 
M/S: McCloskey/Decker, to approve impounded motorcycles and Camaro to be bid and sold 
and to authorize the borough manager to use a boat broker to sell the impounded boat 
with all of the net proceeds from all sales to go towards the funding of a new Police and 
Fire Communication system.  
 
Manager Jabusch explained that the boat was a drug seized vessel, also that he would like to 
use a boat broker since we (the City) were not knowledgeable on selling boats of this type.  
 
Motion approved unanimously by polled vote. 
 
13e Approval of a Contract with PND Engineers, Inc. for Contract Administration and 
Inspection Services for the WMSC Concrete Paving, Phase 3 project 
 
M/S: McCloskey/Decker, to approve a contract with PND Engineers, Inc. based on Time and 
Expense and in the amount not to exceed $195,412.00 for the Contract Administration and 
Inspection Services which is scheduled to be paid with DCCED Grant Funds. Motion 
approved unanimously by polled vote.  
  
13f Approval of the SEAPA Formal Transition Agreement 
 
Mayor Jack asked if the Assembly and the audience had time to review the documents. There 
was no request for a recess or for more time to review.  
 
Manager Jabusch provided information on the timeline leading up to the proposed agreement.  
 
At the request of Assembly Member Decker Manager Jabusch attempted to clarify some of the 
attorney verbiage in the agreement.  
 
M/S: Decker/McCloskey, to approve the Assignment and Assumption Agreement between 
Southeast Alaska Power Agency, The Borough of Petersburg, The City and Borough of 
Wrangell and the Thomas Bay Power Authority. Motion approved unanimously by polled 
vote.  
 
13g Discussion and possible action relating to Recycling (added at the request of Mayor Jack) 
 
Carl Johnson, Public Works Director, explained to the Assembly and the listening public 
what the City was currently doing and would be doing in the future in the community with 
regards to recycling.  
 
13h Approval of the Wrangell Medical Center’s FY 2015 Budget 
 
M/S: McCloskey/Decker, to approve the Wrangell Medical Center’s Fiscal Year 2015 
Budget. 
 



 
 

 
Manager Jabusch attempted to answer questions from the Assembly. After discussion, Manager 
Jabusch was asked to report back to the Assembly with the following information: 
 

1. Why 2012 sais “projected” and not actual, and 
2. What the current cash reserves are. 

 
Motion approved with McCloskey, Decker, and Jack voting yes; Mitchell voted no.  
 
13i Approval of the Wrangell Marine Service Center Water Filtration Shed project 
 
M/S: McCloskey/Decker, that staff recommends that the Assembly authorize the Borough 
Manager to enter into a contract with John Taylor & Sons, Inc., for the construction of the 
Marine Service Center Water Filtration Shed, in the contract amount of $63,650.00 to be 
paid from grant funds from DCCED. 
 
At the request of Assembly Member McCloskey, Carl Johnson explained the purpose for the 
filtration shed.  
 
Motion approved unanimously by polled vote.  
 
ATTORNEY’S FILE – Summary report was provided to the Assembly.   
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION – None. 
 
Meeting adjourned at: 8:34 p.m. 
 
 
       _____________________________________________ 
       David L. Jack, Mayor 
ATTEST: ____________________________________ 
                  Kim Lane, CMC, Borough Clerk 



Agenda Item 7 
 

  

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
INFORMATION: The Assembly may receive items for Communications, reasons only which do not 
require separate action.  This is an avenue to keep the Assembly informed, for the public to enter 
items on the record, if necessary.  The Assembly also receives agenda communications directly by 
their constituents, Borough Manager, other agencies’ Officers and Department Directors. 
 
A MAIL BOX IS ALSO AVAILABLE IN THE BOROUGH CLERK’S OFFICE FOR EACH 
MEMBER OF THE ASSEMBLY AND SHOULD BE CHECKED ON A ROUTINE 
SCHEDULE. 
 
All items appearing under Communications on the Agenda have been approved 
under the Consent Agenda unless removed by an Assembly Member or the Mayor 
and placed on the regular agenda under Unfinished Business.   
 

*a U.S. Dept. of the Army Corps of Engineers – application for a Permit (POA-2014-
326) filed by Burrell Byford 
*b    Minutes of the Regular Thomas Bay Power Commission meeting held July 9, 
2014  
*c    Quarterly Expenditure Report for Southeast Senior Services Wrangell (Catholic 
Community Service) for the period of April 1 thru June 30, 2014 
*d Application from Jesse West to the Dept. of the Army Corps of Engineers (POA-
2014-377) 
*e    Request from James Anderson to the Dept. of the Army Corps of Engineers (POA-
2014-345) 
 
  
 



 

 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

ALASKA DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
REGULATORY DIVISION 

P.O. BOX 22270 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802 

 
July 17, 2014 

 
Regulatory Division 
POA-2014-326 
 
 
 
 
Dear Reviewer:   
 
 This letter concerns an application by Burrell Byford, file number POA-2014-326, Zimovia Strait, for a 
Department of the Army permit under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (30 Stat. 1151; 33 
U.S.C. 403) to construct of a 12 foot by 24 foot pier supported by six 5 inch diameter steel pilings, two of 
which would be below the Mean High Water (MHW) (approximately +9.2 feet above the 0.0 foot contour 
line).  The project site is located within Section 6 T. 66 S., R. 86 E., Copper River Meridian; USGS Quad 
Map Petersburg A-1; Latitude 56.180183º N., Longitude -132.172833º W.; located in Birch Bay near 
Wrangell, Alaska. 
 
 Specifically the work within jurisdictional waters would include the excavation of two 10 inch 
diameter holes 6 inches deep, placement of a 10 inch diameter steel tube with a 5 inch diameter steel 
piling held in place with concrete. The pilings would support a 12 foot by 24 foot pier connected to 
uplands supported by 4 additional pilings constructed in the same manor above the MHW. 
 
 Preliminary determinations indicate the proposed work would be minor, would not have significant 
individual or cumulative impact on environmental values, and should encounter no appreciable 
opposition.  This project has also been reviewed for impacts to species listed under the Endangered 
Species Act, anadromous streams and Essential Fish Habitat, and cultural resources; and it has been 
determined there would be no effect to any of these resources. 
 
 We have determined that a Letter of Permission is the most appropriate form of authorization to be 
issued in this case.  The decision whether to issue the Letter of Permission will depend on comments 
received from Federal and State resource agencies, as well as adjacent property owners.  Enclosed is a 
copy of the plans and/or application received. 
 
 Your comments concerning this proposal must be received within 15 days of the date of this letter.  If 
no comments are received, it will be presumed that you have no substantive objections to the issuance of 
the Letter of Permission.   
 
 Please contact me via email at Matthew.T.Brody@usace.army.mil, by mail at the address above, or 
by phone at (907) 790-4493, if you have questions.  For more information about the Regulatory Program, 
please visit our website at http://www.poa.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Matthew Brody 
Regulatory Specialist 

 
 
 

http://www.poa.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx
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Enclosures 
  
 CONCUR 
 CEPOA-RD 
 Vigil 
 Brody/3-2712  
 7/16/2014/(1145) 
 MTB/POA_2014_326_LOC.docx 
 

 
CF:  
 
South – Wrangell 
 
ADEC 
ADF&G-DH 
ADNR-DMLW 
ADNR-OHA, SPHO 
USFWS 
NMFS 
EPA 
KGB 
USCG 
Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes 
Wrangell Cooperative Association 
 
C. Jenkins 
Jenkins Homestead 
P.O. Box 194 
Wrangell, Alaska 99929 
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Regulatory Division 
POA-2014-377 

Jesse West 
Post Office Box 1786 
Petersburg, Alaska 99833 

Dear Mr. West: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
ALASKA DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

REGULATORY DIVISION 
P.O. BOX 6898 

JBER, ALASKA 99506-0898 

AUG 1 4 2014 

This is in response to your application for a Department of the Army (DA) permit to discharge 100 
cubic yards of rock fill, into 0.02 acre of wetlands, to construct a 20' by 40' parking pad. The project site 
is located within Section 26, T. 58 S., R. 79 E., Copper River Meridian, USGS Quad Map: Petersburg D-3, 
Latitude 56.8115° N., Longitude 132.9392° W., Lot 3, Block 303, Airport Addition Subdivision, in 
Petersburg, Alaska. Please refer to file number POA-2014-377, Wrangell Narrows, in correspondence 
with us. We have determined your proposal may be conducted under the authority of the nationwide 
permit (NWP) outlined below. 

Based on our review of the information you provided, and resources available to our office, we have 
preliminarily determined the subject property contains waters of the U.S. (wetlands) under the Corps' 
regulatory jurisdiction. See the attached Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination (PJD) Form. Please 
sign and return this form to our office. A PJD is not appealable. At any time you have the right to request 
and obtain an Approved Jurisdictional Determination, which can be appealed. If it is your intent to 
request an Approved JD, do not begin work until one is obtained. 

Based upon the information and plans you provided, we hereby verify that the work described 
above, which would be performed in accordance with the enclosed plan, 3 sheets, dated August 2014, is 
authorized by NWP No. 18, Minor Discharges. This NWP and its associated General and Regional 
Conditions can be accessed at our website at: 
www.poa.usace.army.mii/Missions/Regulatory/Permits.aspx. You must comply with all terms and 
conditions associated with NWP No. 18, and please note Regional Conditions C, D, E, F, G, H, and J 
apply specifically to your proposal. 

Also, General Condition 30 requires that you submit a signed certification to us once any work and 
required mitigation are completed. Enclosed is the form for you to complete and return to us. 

This verification is valid until March 18, 2017, unless the NWP is modified, reissued, or revoked. It is 
incumbent upon you to remain informed of changes to the NWPs. Nothing in this letter excuses you from 
compliance with other Federal, State, or local statutes, ordinances, or regulations. 
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Thank you for your cooperation with the Corps of Engineer's Regulatory Program. If you have any 
questions, please contact me via email at jack.j.hewitt@usace.army.mil, in writing at the letterhead 
address, or by phone at (907) 753-2708. For additional information about our regulatory program, visit 
our web site at: http://www.poa.usace.army.mii/Missions/Regulatorv.aspx 

Sincerely, 

4-/U) 
h:~ Hewitt 

Project Manager 



US Army Corps of Engineers 
Alaska District 

Permit Number: POA-2014-377 

Name of Permittee: Mr. Jesse West 

Date of Issuance: AUG 1 4 ZOl4 

Upon completion of the activity authorized by this permit and any mitigation required by the permit, sign 
this certification and return it to Jack Hewitt at the following address: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Alaska District 
Regulatory Division 
Post Office Box 6898 
JBER, Alaska 99506-0898 

Please note that your permitted activity is subject to a compliance inspection by an U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers representative. If you fail to comply with this permit you are subject to permit suspension, 
modification, or revocation. 

I hereby certify that the work authorized by the above-referenced permit has been completed in 
accordance with the terms and conditions of the said permit, and required mitigation was completed in 
accordance with the permit conditions. 

Date Signature of Permittee 
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Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination Form 
Page 1 of2 

This preliminary JD find that there "may be" waters of the United States on the subject project site that could be affected by the proposed 
activity based on the following information: 

District Office I Alaska District Office j File/ORM# IPOA-2014-377 I PJD Date 113 August 2014 I 
State ~ City/County I Petersburg I 

1 
Nameand 

Nearest Waterbody !wrangell Narrows Jesse West Address of 
Post Office Box 1786 

Project 
Section(s) 126 I Township §JD 

Person 

Location 
Requesting Petersburg, Alaska 99833 
PJD 

Meridian !copper River I Range EJD 
USGS Quad Map I Petersburg D-3 I Latitude 156.8115° ID ·Longitude 1132.9392° IEJ 
Subdivision Name, Block, Lot, 

Airport Addition Subdivision, Block 303, Lot 3 
Directions to Project Site 

Identify (Estimate) Amount of Waters in the Review Area 
Stream Flow 

Name of Any 
Tidal: I I Non-Wetland Waters: Water Bodies on 

I Acres IN/A 1 
the Site Identified 

Non-Tidal: I I I I Linear ft Dwidthl as Section 1 0 
Waters: 

Wetlands D Office (Desk) Determination 
Date of I I 11 I Acres Cowardin Class: I Palustrine, scrub-shrub I D Field Determination Site Visit: . 

SUPPORTING DATA: Data Review for Preliminary JD (check all that apply- checked items should be included in case file and, where 

checked and requested, appropriately reference sources below) 

lgj Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant: 1 I 
D Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant. 

D Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report. 

D Office does not concur with data sheets/delineation report. 

D Data Sheet prepared by the Corps 

D Corps navigable waters' study: I I 
0 USGS NHD Data. 

D USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps. 

D U.S. Geological Survey map(s) Cite quad name: I I 
D USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: 1 I 
D National Wetlands Inventory map(s): 1 I 
D State/Local Wetland Inventory map(s): 1 I 
D FEMA/FIRM map(s): I I 
D 1 00-year Floodplain Elevation: I I 
D Photographs: 

D Aerial (Name & Date) I 
D Other (Name & Date) I 

D Previous determination(s). File # and date of response letter: 1 I 
D Other Information: 1 I 



Page 2 of2 

IMPORTANT NOTE: The information recorded on this form has not necessarily been verified .Qy the Corps and should not be relied upon 
for later jurisdictional determinations. 

Signature and Date of Person Requesting Preliminary JD 
(REQUIRED, unless obtaining the signature is impracticable) 

EXPLANATION OF PRELIMINARY AND APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATIONS: 1. The Corps ofEngineers 
believes that there may be jurisdictional waters of the United States on the subject site, and the permit applicant or other affected party who 
requested this preliminary JD is hereby advised of his or her option to request and obtain an approved jurisdictional determination (JD) for that 
site. Nevertheless, the permit applicant or other person who requested this preliminary JD has declined to exercise the option to obtain an 
approved JD in this instance and at this time. 2. In any circumstance where a permit applicant obtains an individual permit, or a Nationwide 
General Permit (NWP) or other general permit verification requiring "preconstruction notification" (PCN), or requests verification for a non
reporting NWP or other general permit, and the permit applicant has not requested an approved JD for the activity, the permit applicant is 
hereby made aware ofthe following: (1) the permit applicant has elected to seek a permit authorization based on a preliminary JD, which does 
not make an official determination of jurisdictional waters; (2) that the applicant has the option to request an approved JD before accepting the 
terms and conditions of the permit authorization, and that basing a permit authorization on an approved JD could possibly result in less 
compensatory mitigation being required or different special conditions; (3) that the applicant has the right to request an individual permit 
rather than accepting the terms and conditions of the NWP or other general permit authorization; (4) that the applicant can accept a permit 
authorization and thereby agree to comply with all the terms and conditions of that permit, including whatever mitigation requirements the 
Corps has determined to be necessary; (5) that undertaking any activity in reliance upon the subject permit authorization without requesting an 
approved JD constitutes the applicant's acceptance of the use of the preliminary JD, but that either form of JD will be processed as soon as is 
practicable; (6) accepting a permit authorization (e.g., signing a proffered individual permit) or undertaking any activity in reliance on any 
form of Corps permit authorization based on a preliminary JD constitutes agreement that all wetlands and other water bodies on the site 
affected in any way by that activity are jurisdictional waters of the United States, and precludes any challenge to such jurisdiction in any 
administrative or judicial compliance or enforcement action, or in any administrative appeal or in any Federal court; and (7) whether the 
applicant elects to use either an approved JD or a preliminary JD, that JD will be processed as soon as is practicable. Further, an approved JD, 
a proffered individual permit (and all terms and conditions contained therein), or individual permit denial can be administratively appealed 
pursuant to 33 C.F.R. Part 331, and that in any administrative appeal, jurisdictional issues can be raised (see 33 C.F.R. 331.5(a)(2)). If, during 
that administrative appeal, it becomes necessary to make an official determination whether CW A jurisdiction exists over a site, or to provide 
an official delineation of jurisdictional waters on the site, the Corps will provide an approved JD to accomplish that result, as soon as is 
practicable. 



Regulatory Division 
POA-2014-345 

James Anderson 
Post Office Box 3254 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

Dear Mr. Anderson: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
ALASKA DISTRICT, U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

REGULATORY DIVISION 
P.O. BOX 6898 

JBER, ALASKA 99506-0898 

AUG 18 Z014 

This is in response to your request for Department of the Army (DA) authorization to discharge 1,180 
cubic yards of shot rock, into 0.36 acre of wetlands, to construct a 14' wide by 480' long driveway, and an 
80' by 11 0' shop pad, for the purpose of developing a smgle family res1dence. The project site is located 
with1n Section 20, T 64 S., R. 84 E. , Copper River Meridian, USGS Quad Map. Petersburg B-2, Latitude 
56 3128° N . Longitude 132.3442° W .. in Wrangell, Alaska Please refer to file number POA-2014-345, 
Zimovia Strait, 1n correspondence with this office. We have determined your proposal may be conducted 
under the authority of the nationwide permit (NWP) outlined below. 

DA perm1t authorization is necessary because we have preliminarily determined your project would 
involve a discharge of fill material into waters of the U.S under our regulatory jurisdiction. Please sign 
the attached Preliminary Jurisdictional Determination (PJD) Form and return it to our office. A PJD is not 
appealable. At any time you have the right to request and obtain an Approved Junsdictional 
Determination, wh1ch can be appealed. If it is your intent to request an Approved JD, do not begin work 
until one ts obtained 

Based upon the information and plans you provided, we hereby venfy that the work described 
above, which would be performed in accordance w1th the enclosed plan, 3 sheets. dated July 2014, is 
authorized by NWP No. 29, Residential Developments. This NWP and its assoc1ated General and 
Regional Conditions can be accessed at our website at: www.poa.usace.army.mii/Missions/Regulatory/ 
Permits.aspx. You must comply with all terms and conditions associated with NWP 29, and please note 
that Regional Conditions C, D, E., F, G, H, and J apply specifically to your project. Also, General 
Condition 30 requires that you submit a signed certification to us once any work and required mitigation 
are completed. Enclosed is the form for you to complete and return to us. 

This verification IS vahd until March 18, 2017, unless the NWP 1s mod1f1ed, reissued, or revoked. It is 
mcumbent upon you to remain informed of changes to the NWPs Nothing in this letter excuses you from 
compliance with other Federal, State, or local statutes, ordinances, or regulations 

Please contact me via email at jack.j.hewitt@usace army mil, by ma1l at the address above, by 
phone at (907) 753-2708, or toll free from Within Alaska at (800) 4 78-2712, if you have questions or to 
request paper cop1es of the reg1onal and/or general conditions 

Sincerely, 

Enclosures 

kim
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US Army Corps of Engineers 
Alaska District 

Permit Number POA-2014-345 

Name of Perm1ttee: James Anderson 

Date of Issuance. AUG 1 8 Z014 

ENCLOSURE 

Upon completion of the activity authorized by this permit and any mitigation required by the permit, sign 
this certification and return it to Jack Hewitt at the following address: 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Alaska District 

Regulatory Division 
Post Office Box 6898 

JBER, Alaska 99506-0898 

Please note that your permitted activity is subject to a compliance 1nspect1on by an U.S Army Corps of 
Engineers representattve If you fail to comply with this perm1t you are subJect to permit suspension, 
modification, or revocation. 

I hereby cert1fy that the work authorized by the above-referenced perm1t has been completed in 
accordance w1th the terms and conditions of the said perm1t, and reqwed m1t1gation was completed in 
accordance with the permit conditions. 

Signature of Permittee Date 



POA-2014-345, Zimovia Strait 
Sheet 1 of 3, Dated: July 2014 
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POA-2014-34~, Zlmovla Strait 
Sheet 3 of 3, Dated: July 2014 



Preliminary Jurisdictional D etermination Form 
Page 1 of2 

This preliminary JD find that there "may be" waters of the United States on the subject project site that could be affected by the proposed 
activity based on the following information: 

District Office !Alaska District Office I File/ORM# IPOA-2014-345 I PJD Date 128 July 2014 I 
State ~ City/County !wrangell I 

1 

Name and 
Nearest Waterbody lzimovia Strait James Anderson Address of 

Project 
Section(s) !20 I Township 

Person Post Office Box 3245 

location ~ D Requesting Homer, Alaska 99603 
PJD 

Meridian I copper River I Range EJD 
USGS Quad Map !Petersburg B-2 I latitude 156.31 28" I D Longitude,132.34112• IEJ 
S~bdWision Nam_e. Blo.c~ lot,,ASLS 96•12, Block 2,lots 1 A and 2A 
D1rect10ns to Project S1te I 
Identify (Estimate) Amount of Waters in the Review Area 

Stream Flow 
Name of Any 

Tidal: I I Non-Wetland Water~: Water Bodies on 

1 

the Site Identified 

I J Linear ft Owidthl I Acres IN/A Non-Tidal: I I 
as Section 1 0 
Waters: 

Wetlands 18] Office (Desk) Determination ~ate~~ I 
I 16 I Acres Cowardin Class: I Palustrine, scrub-shrub I 0 Field Determination S1te V1s1t: 

SUPPORTING DATA: Data Review for Prel iminary JD (check all that apply- checked Items should be included in case file and, where 
checked and requested, appropriately reference sources below) 

12$] Maps, plans, plots or plat submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consullant: jApplicant I 
O Data sheets prepared/submitted by or on behalf of the applicant/consultant. 

0 Office concurs with data sheets/delineation report. 

O Office does not concur wilh data sheets/delineation report. 

O Data Sheet prepared by the Corps 

0 Corps navigable waters' study: I I 
0 USGS NHD Data. 

0 USGS 8 and 12 digit HUC maps. 

0 U.S. Geological Survey map(s) Cite quad name: I I 
O USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service Soil Survey. Citation: 1 I 
12$] National Wetlands Inventory map(s): jPetersburg 8·2 I 
O State/local Wetland Inventory map(s): 1 I 
0 FEMAIFIRM map(s): I I 
0 1 00-year Floodplain Elevation: I J 
0 Photographs: 

0 Aerial (Name & Date) I 
0 Other (Name & Date) I 

0 Previous determination(s). File# and date of response letter: 1 I n Other Information: !File historv. I 



Page 2 of2 

IMPORTANT NOTE: The information recorded on this form has not necessarily been verified ill!. the Corps and should not be relied upon 
for later jurisdictional determinations . 

. /:.j.,1' 1;~· /;/· / .. ·····- ..... ___ :_.. ·' . ~, , .. _ _, --'o.-:,,.-iJ;f2-. /4-fitr?cP ct(Qj~ 
l9nature and 'Date of Regulatory Project Mat;tflger 

v(REQUIRED) J 
Signature and Date of Person Requesting Preliminary JD 
(REQUIRED, unless obtaining the signature is impracticable) 

EXPLANATION OF PRELIMINARY AND APPROVED JlJRJSDICTlONAL DETERMINATIONS: J. The Corps ofEngineers 
believes that there may be jurisdictional waters of the United States on the subject site, and the pem1it applicant or other affected party who 
requested this preliminary JD is hereby advised ofhis or her option to request and obtain an approved jurisdictional determination (JD) for that 
site. Nevertheless, the permit applicant or other person who requested this preliminary JD has declined to exercise the option to obtain an 
approved JD in this instance and at this time. 2. In any circumstance where a perm it applicant obtains an individual permit, or a Nationwide 
General Permit (NWP) or other general permit verification requiring "preconstruction notification" (PCN), or requests verification for a non
reporting NWP or other general permit, and the permit applicant has not requested an approved JD for the activity, the permit applicant is 
hereby made aware of the fol lowing: ( I) the permit applicant has elected to seck a perm it authorization based on a preliminary JD, which does 
not make an official determination of jurisdictional waters; (2) that the applicant has the option to request an approved JD before accepting the 
terms and conditions of the permit authorization, and that basing a permit authorization on an approved JD could possibly result in less 
compensatory mitigation being required. or different special conditions; (3) that the applicant has the right to request an individual permit 
rather than accepting the terms and conditions of the NWP or other general permit authorization; (4) that the applicant can accept a permit 
authorization and thereby agree to comply with all the terms and conditions of that penn it, including whatever mitigation requirements the 
Corps has determined to be necessary; (5) that undertaking any activity in rdiance upon the subject permit authorization wi thout requesting an 
approved JD constitutes the appl icanl's acceptance of the use of the preliminary JD, but that either form of JD will be processed as soon as is 
practicable; (6) accepting a permit authorization (e.g., signing a proffered individual perm it) or undertaking any activity in reliance on any 
form of Corps permit authorization based on a preliminary JD constitutes agreement that all wetlands and other water bodies on the site 
affected in any way by that act ivity are jurisdictional waters of the United States, and precludes any challenge to such j urisdiction in any 
administrative or judicial compliance or enforcement action, o r in any administrative appeal or in any Federal court; and (7) whether the 
applicant elects to use either an approved JD or a preliminary JD, that JD will be processed as soon as is practicable. Further, an approved JD, 
a proffered individual permit (and all terms and conditions contained therein), or individual permit denial can be administratively appealed 
pursuant to 33 C.F.R. Part 33 1, and that in any administrative appeal, jurisdictional issues can be raised (sec 33 C.F.R. 33 J .5(a)(2)). If, during 
that administrative appeal, it becomes necessary to make an official determination whether CW A jurisdiction exists over a site, or to provide 
an official delineation of jurisdictional waters on the site, the Corps will provide an approved JD to accomplish that result, as soon as is 
practicable. 



TO:   THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND ASSEMBLY 
  CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
FROM:  JEFF JABUSCH 
  BOROUGH MANAGER 
 
RE:   BOROUGH MANAGER’S REPORT  
 
DATED: August 20, 2014 
 

 

Summer Rush 
 

Summer for all of our departments always is very demanding and at times, creates demands that 

are difficult to meet.  City Hall is no exception.  We have increased demand because of there are 

more people setting up utility accounts, people paying property tax bills, and our annual audit.  

The audit requirement and the amount of documentation continue to increase which means more 

of a demand on staff to create schedules and to pull documents for them to look at.  Our new 

Finance Director and staff in general did a great job.  In our preliminary exit interview with the 

auditor, we again came through in good shape.  Our finances are in sound shape and all of our 

procedures and systems that were examined are also in good shape. 

 

Personnel Changes: 
 

1.George Howell resigned from the Harbor Department. 

2.Tim Berberich transferred from the Pool Maintenance to the Harbor. 

3. Bruce Smith Sr. has been hired to take Ron Paul’s position at the line department. 

 

Transfer of TBPA to SEAPA Update: 
 

All of the parties that are part of the Agreement signed the agreement and we are moving 

forward in the transfer.  SEAPA officially took over operations as of August 16
th

.  The City of 

Wrangell has assumed the task of paying bills, payroll, insurance issues and all other aspects of 

the transfer up through August 15
th

.  The employees at Thomas Bay Power Authority along with 

the Commission have all been great to work with and have been supportive in this transfer. We 

are doing things that will put in place automatic transfers of money on insurance refunds directly 

to SEAPA as the agreement calls for.  It is amazing all of the little things required to wind this 

up.  We still have some things we are working on and that will probably continue for a while, but 

will continue be less and less to do over the next month or so. 

 

One thing that did come to light during the transfer and will require a payment by both Wrangell 

and Petersburg is accrued vacation time on the books that is being transferred to SEAPA.  The 

reason we will have to pay for this is because as an employee accrues vacation time we record 

this as an expense even though it is only on paper since we haven’t actually paid out the money.  

We have, however, claimed this to SEAPA as an expense and have been able to deduct it from 

our power bill.  I will be doing that calculation in the near future.  This payment will come out of 



the budget in the light fund.  We had again budgeted $55,000 for TBPA expenses.  The payment 

could be close to that amount, but should not exceed it. 

 

Light Department:  
 

This week we have had Lineman Edwin Hall from Anchorage filling in as temporary lineman as 

our only other lineman on staff at the moment had a prior commitment out of state. The weather 

has been favorable and he, along with our line apprentice, have been busy hanging transformers 

and setting poles as well as addressing all work orders as they come in. State and National 

requirements are such that all work on and around live high voltage lines is done by a certified 

journeyman line worker. 

 

Monday WML&P hosted a presentation by Andy Baker of Your Clean Energy LLC. Andy is the 

State’s premier expert on seawater based heat pump systems with a primary focus on large 

industrial sized buildings. Andy is the engineer behind the Seward Sealife Center’s successful 

new seawater based heat pump system in Seward. The topics of the presentation covered 

everything from how seawater can be tapped as a heat source to the different ways that the heat 

source can be applied to either a single building or even a district heating type application. This 

is a part of WML&P’s effort to bring an awareness of available and proven technology that will 

provide financially sound alternatives to the current trend towards resistance based electric heat. 

There were approximately 20 people in attendance 

 

The partnership between WML&P and the Fairbanks based Cold Climate Housing Research 

(CCHR) continues as CCHR has received additional funding to further study the practical 

applications of air to air based heat pump systems in Southeast Alaska. CCHR will be sending a 

team to Wrangell as well as a number of other Southeast communities to install monitoring 

equipment on existing air to air heat pump systems. A number of Wrangell residents have 

volunteered to be a part of the study which will also include the heat pump installed at the 

Electric Department Admin building. The data collected from the study will be used to provide 

solid validation of the technology in this region as well as hopefully opening up avenues of 

potential grant funding for future installations. 

 

In other news, the total load for the community has seen a peek demand of 7.11 megawatts so far 

this summer. The bulk of this demand is due to industrial driven load precipitated by our fish 

processors. Of the 7.11 megawatt peak approximately 4.00 megawatts can be directly attributed 

to processing load.  

 

Tyee Lake reached spill level on August 13
th

, this is the first time the lake has spilled since work 

was started on the weir at the outlet of the lake last summer. 

 

Library Department: 

 The Summer Reading Program pool/pizza party was held on August 9th for all the 

students who completed the program.  This year that number was 147. That was the 

highest number of students that had ever completed the program.  This may be due to 

offering the program to high school students and inviting the Parks & Rec program to 



schedule the reading program as an activity. The library ended up with 206 drawings in 

which all of the students who completed the program won at least one prize. All the 

prizes were donated by community members, businesses and organizations. Jerry’s 

Arcade supplied ice cream coupons which each student received when they reached the 

set reading goal, the pool staff supervised the safety of all students, and First Bank 

supplied a grant in order for each student to receive a WHS sports bag. Attached is a 

graph depicting the participation by grade each level.  

 The Friends of the Library have begun their raffle for (2) airlines tickets anywhere Alaska 

Airlines flies; $1.00 per ticket and (6) for $5.00.   

 Recently the library was contacted by the OWL (Online with Libraries) Project Manager 

and asked if the Wrangell library would like to double our bandwidth. We let them know 

that this would indeed be something that would benefit the library and its’ services. OWL 

is going to pay most of the cost; the library will just pay an additional $20 per 

month.  The necessary technical adjustments have been made and upgrade is now 

complete. 

 

Fire Department: 
 
The fire department completed the Pump Testing which is necessary to retain our level 3 ISO 

rating.  

 

We also put together the 4th of July fireworks and didn't injure anyone in doing so! 
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We provided full code-cardiac arrest training, and tested all of our fire hose.  

Our members volunteered to the community, a total of 533.25 hours in Training for the month of 

July and to date for August. Way to go!! 

 

Planning is underway for our fire prevention week delivered to the schools in October. 

 

This month, the Fire Department responded to: 

 4 Fire Calls 

 6 Search and Rescue calls 

 41 Ambulance requests 

 

Upcoming training includes: 

 School bus scenarios  Aug 20 

 CPR Aug 27 

 NASAR Level 3 Search and Rescue responder course September 13-14 

 State Fire Conference – Kenai in September 20-29 

 

Finance Department: 
 Just completed annual audit – went very well considering major departmental changes 

last fiscal year 

 Plan to ramp up collection efforts on various aged taxes and accounts receivable this fall 

 As time allows, planning to cross-train finance dept. staff in other job duties 

 Working on implementing new task tracking and workflow processes for better 

timeliness assurance, reminders/ticklers, and controls 

 Upgrading unsupported AP and utility clerk computers 

 Revisiting IBEW negotiations 
 

 

 
 



Kim Lane, Borough Clerk  

 

Agenda Item 9 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL  
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

 
CLERK’S REPORT 

August 26, 2014 

Mark Your Calendar: 

 
8/29 Deadline to file for Declaration for Candidacy (see below for various seats available) 
9/7 Last Day to Register to Vote for the upcoming Regular Borough Election 
9/1 Labor Day Holiday – City Hall will be Closed 
9/3 Parks & Recreation Mtg. @ 7pm in the Assembly Chambers 
9/4 Port Commission Mtg. @ 7pm in the Assembly Chambers 
9/9 Regular Borough Assembly Mtg. @ 7pm in the Assembly Chambers 
9/11 Planning & Zoning Commission Mtg. @ 7pm in the Assembly Chambers 
9/16-18  Southeast Conference in Wrangell 
9/22 Absentee in-person, by-fax, and by-mail for the Regular Borough Election begins in the Borough 

Clerk’s Office 
  
9/9  TBP Commission mtg. to be held telephonically in the Petersburg & Wrangell Assembly Chambers 

 @ 10am 
9/3  SEAPA Board Mtg. to be held in Ketchikan from 9am to 5pm 

 

Upcoming Elections  
 

 Local City Election - Tuesday, October 7, 2014  

 General Election - November 4, 2014 

                  Membership Conference Annual Meeting  

            September 16, 17, 18, 2014 Nolan Center - Wrangell, Alaska  

So far, Mayor Jack and Assembly Member Decker will be attending.              

Please let me know if you would also like to attend. 
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Kim Lane, Borough Clerk  

 

Regular	Election	Information:	

Voters - Please remember to register to vote for the upcoming Regular Borough Election 
to be held on October 7th, 2014.  

 

The deadline to register to vote is on Sunday, September 7th, 2014. 

 

Declaration of Candidacy will end on August 29th @ 5 pm for the following seats: 

 

Mayor: One –  2 year term (Jack’s term expires 10/2014) 

 

 Assembly:   Two - 3 year terms (Wiederspohn & Mitchell’s   
     terms expire  10/2014) 

 

 Assembly:   One - 1 year (unexpired) term until October 2015  

     (Rooney’s term expires 10/2014) 

 

 Port Commission:  One - 3 Year Term 

 (Eagle’s term expires 10/2014) 

 

 School Board:  One - 3 Year Term 

     (Eagle’s term expires 10/2014) 

 

 Hospital Board:  Two - 4 Year Terms 

     (Robinson & Clark’s terms expire 10/2014) 

 

 

 

Regular	Election	Information:	

Voters - Please remember to register to vote for the upcoming Regular Borough Election 
to be held on October 7th, 2014.  

 

The deadline to register to vote is on Sunday, September 7th, 2014. 

 

Declaration of Candidacy will end on August 29th @ 5 pm for the following seats: 

 

Mayor: One –  2 year term (Jack’s term expires 10/2014) 

 

 Assembly:   Two - 3 year terms (Wiederspohn & Mitchell’s   
     terms expire  10/2014) 

 

 Assembly:   One - 1 year (unexpired) term until October 2015  

     (Rooney’s term expires 10/2014) 

 

 Port Commission:  One - 3 Year Term 

 (Eagle’s term expires 10/2014) 

 

 School Board:  One - 3 Year Term 

     (Eagle’s term expires 10/2014) 

 

 Hospital Board:  Two - 4 Year Terms 

     (Robinson & Clark’s terms expire 10/2014) 

 

 

 



Kim Lane, Borough Clerk  

 

 

City Boards and Commissions Appointments 

 

Persons interested in serving on the following Boards and Commissions, please submit 
your Letter of Interest to the Borough Clerk’s office beginning on September 3rd until Oc-
tober 6th, 2014.  All of the following appointments will have a three-year term.  

 

Planning & Zoning Commission – two vacancies   

 (Valvoda & McConachie expiring October 2014) 

 

Parks & Recreation – two vacancies   

 (Mathis & Martin expiring October 2014)  

 

Wrangell Convention & Visitors Bureau – two vacancies   

 (Delabrue & Cummings expiring October 2014) 

 

Economic Development Committee – two vacancies  

 (Briskar & Decker expiring October 2014) 

 

Nolan Museum/Civic Center Board – one vacancy   

 (Helgeson expiring October 2014) 



Membership Conference Annual Meeting
September 16, 17, 18, 2014

Nolan Center - 296 Campbell Drive
Wrangell,   Alaska

DRAFT  AGENDA

 
 
 
 
 

7:30 AM

8:00 AM

8:30 AM
 

9:00 AM

9:45 AM
10:00 AM
10:15 AM
11:00 AM

11:30 AM

12:00 PM
1:30 PM
1:45 PM
 

2:00 PM
2:15 PM
2:30 PM
2:45 PM
3:00 PM
3:15 PM
3:30 PM
3:45 PM
4:00 PM

4:15 PM

6:00 PM

15 minute Break- Coffee and Snacks 
Chris Breuwton - Blue Lake Hydro Projecct

Biomass Panel- Karen Peterson- facilitate  Panel members, George Northcroft, Federal Building Conversion  
Darsie Culbeck, Haines Community wide conversion, Robert Deering, Forest Service

Registration & Breakfast                                

Opening Ceremony

 National Anthem & Alaska Flag Song
Welcome by Dignitaries of Wrangell      

Welcome Lori Blood, SEC President  

Volunteers set up, stuff bags, and other duties as assigned - 2:00pm at Nolan Center

Monday, September 15th

Tuesday, September 16th

Pre-conference Southeast Conference Board of Directors Meeting - 5:00 pm at Nolan Center
Conference of Mayors Meeting - 5:00 pm at Nolan Center
Southeast Conference Board of Directors and Southeast Mayors combined discussion - 5:00 pm at Nolan Center

Jodi Mitchell - Gartinia Hydro in Hoonah

Community Reception

Trey Acteson - Finding the next increment of Hydro

Wrangell Business Highlight

Southeast Conference Board Candidates Introduction
Lunch on your own

15 minute Break- Coffee and Snacks 

Julie Harvey, Emergency Management Spec II, State of Alaska
Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, Small Community Emergency Response Plan  

Tim Mcleod - Electric Vehicles

Julie Decker/Mariculture

Cora Campbell, Commissioner State of Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Fishing Fleet Maintenance & Repair Value Chain Presentation

Collin Craven , Cold Climate Housing Research Center- Air-Source Heat Pumps in Wrangell
Mark Schinman - Kake Petersburg Intertie update

Michael Geraghty, Attorney General, State of Alaska
Annual Report

Energy
Merrill Sanford- Chair/Robert Venables, Coordinator

Meilani Clark Schivens, Owner, RainCoast Data

Southeast Alaska Marine Industry Council (SEAMIC)
Matt Catterson, State of Alaska, Dept. of Commerce, Community & Economic Development
Garrett Evridge, McDowell Group
Wrangell Business Highlight

Southeast By the Numbers 
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Membership Conference Annual Meeting
September 16, 17, 18, 2014

Nolan Center - 296 Campbell Drive
Wrangell,   Alaska

DRAFT  AGENDA

7:30 AM
8:00 AM

8:00 AM
 

8:30 AM

9:00 AM
9:15 AM
9:30 AM
9:45 AM
10:00 AM
10:15 AM
10:30 AM
10:45 AM
  
11:00 AM
 
 
12:00 PM

1:30 PM

2:00 PM

3:00 PM
 
 

3:30 PM

5:30 PM

6:00 PM

7:00 PM

8:00AM
8:30 AM

Noon

Transportation 

Wrangell Business Highlight
15 minute Break- Coffee and Snacks 

ARTS
Meilani Clark Schivens, Owner, RainCoast Data
Arts and the Southeast Economy

Southeast Alaska Regional Solid Waste Authority

Cocktail Hour

Senate District Q
House District 33,34,35,36 - RSVP Steven Samuelson

Polling Station Closes

Food Sustainability
Sustainable Southeast Partnership - Food Projects and more
Bob Christensen- Project Coordinator, Sustainable Southeast Partnerships
Lia Heifetz,      Food Panel  POW Greenhouses, Icy Straight Point, 
Lunch on your own

Candidate Forum
US Senate, US Representative Governor, Lieutenant Governor,  - RSVP Byron Mallott

Wayne Benner, Tongass Advisory Committee Report

Polling Station Opens

Market analysis for small cruise markets in Southeast.

Annual Membership Business Meeting

Solid Waste Authority

Wednesday, September 17th 

Banquet & Auction
 Thursday, September18th 

Registration & Breakfast 

Timber
Timber speakers TBA

Caryl McConkie, State of Alaska, Dept. of Commerce, Community & Economic Development

Registration & Breakfast

Susan E. Harai PE/PLS, Tribal Transportation Director, Petersburg Indian Association

Timber Meeting at Stikine

Pat Kemp, Commissioner
Andy Hughes - Southeast Alaska Transportation Plan (SATP) 20 year plan, 
Reubin Yost - Marine Highway- Big Projects

 
SEC Board of Directors Meeting

Capt Falvey - AMHS Fleet & Terminal Report
Al Clough - Sotheast Region Director, Where the rubber hits the road

Tourism 



 
 

Agenda Item 13a 
 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  
 
INFORMATION: 

 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE No. 884: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY 
OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING 
TITLE 2 OF THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE, SPECIFICALLY 
AMENDING SECTION 2.16 CANDIDATES, 2.20 VOTING, SECTION 2.28 
CANVASSING RETURNS, AND 2.36 ELECTION OFFENSES (first reading) 
 
 
Background 

The purpose for this ordinance is to be consistent with State Statutes. Specifically, the 
proposed changes are: 

• petition requiring signatures:  from 20 to 10  
• prohibiting electioneering from polling place: from 100 to 200 feet 
• changing “inspector” to “chairperson” throughout this chapter 
  
 

Attachments: 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance No. 884 
  

 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to approve first reading and move to a second with a Public Hearing to 
be held on September 9, 2014. 



CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 

ORDINANCE NO. 885 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 
BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING TITLE 2 
OF THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE, SPECIFICALLY 
AMENDING SECTION 2.16 CANDIDATES, 2.20 VOTING, 
SECTION 2.28 CANVASSING RETURNS, AND 2.36 
ELECTION OFFENSES   

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF 

WRANGELL, ALASKA: 
 
[The changes to the existing code are shown as follows: the words that are underlined are 

to be added and the words that are bolded and in brackets are to be deleted.] 

SEC. 1. Action.   The purpose of this ordinance is to amend sections in Title 2 of 
the Wrangell Municipal Code to remain consistent with Alaska State Statutes.  

 
SEC. 2. Amendments. Sections of Chapter 2.16 of the Wrangell Municipal Code 

are amended to read: 
 

Chapter 2.16 
CANDIDATES 

 
Sections: 
2.16.010    Declaration of candidacy – Filing. 
2.16.020    Declaration of candidacy – Form. 
2.16.030    Write-in candidates and write-in votes. 
2.16.010    Declaration of candidacy – Filing. 
 
Any person who will possess the qualifications for holding the office sought at the time of taking 
office may have his or her name placed on the ballot as a candidate for an elective office of the 
borough by filing, not less than 30 days nor more than 60 days prior to the election, a sworn 
declaration of candidacy with the borough clerk. Any qualified person may be placed on the 
ballot as a candidate to fill a vacancy by filing with the borough clerk a declaration of candidacy 
and a petition signed by at least 10 [20] qualified voters. [Ord. 782 § 12, 2006.]. 
  

SEC 3.  Amendment.  Title and sections of Chapter 2.20 of the Wrangell 
Municipal Code are amended to read: 
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Chapter 2.20 
VOTING 

 
Sections: 
2.20.010    Election officials. 
2.20.020    Official’s oath. 
2.20.030    Chairperson [inspector]. 
2.20.040    Training sessions – Vacancies. 
2.20.050    Ballots – Numbering and design. 
2.20.060    Ballots – Listing of offices and candidates. 
2.20.070    Ballots – Propositions. 
2.20.080    Ballots – Possession, inspection and delivery. 
2.20.090    Materials supply to precincts. 
2.20.100    Sample ballots. 
2.20.110    Voting booths and ballot boxes. 
2.20.120    Polling places. 
2.20.130    Election hours. 
2.20.140    Keeping of original register. 
2.20.150    Voting procedure. 
2.20.160    Rejected ballots. 
2.20.170    Challenging an elector. 
2.20.010    Election officials. 
 
The assembly shall be the judge of the election, and the borough clerk the election 

supervisor for the municipality. It shall be the duty of the election supervisor before the date of 
the election to appoint from the qualified electors of the borough three judges of election for each 
voting precinct, one of whom shall be designated as the chairperson [inspector], and two clerks 
of election. [Ord. 589 § 6, 1993; Ord. 270 § 5, 1972; prior code § 36.30.010.] 

 
… 
  

2.20.030 chairperson [inspector]. 
 
The chairperson [inspector] shall have authority to administer all necessary oaths and 

affirmations which may be required during the election. He shall also have power during the 
election. He shall also have power during the election to fill any vacancy which may occur 
among precinct election officials until their duties have been completed. [Ord. 270 § 5, 1972; 
prior code § 36.30.030.] 

 



 SEC 5.  Amendment.  Sections of Chapter 2.28 of the Wrangell Municipal 
Code is amended to read: 
 

Chapter 2.28 
CANVASSING RETURNS 

 
Sections: 
2.28.010    Counting ballots. 
2.28.020    Tallies. 
2.28.030    Rules for determining mark on ballots. 
2.28.040    Delivery of ballots. 
2.28.050    Canvass board. 
2.28.060    Canvass of returns – Procedures generally. 
2.28.070    Canvass of returns – Certificate of return. 
2.28.080    Canvass of returns – Exclusion of illegal returns. 
2.28.090    Canvass of returns – Discrepancies in returns. 
2.28.100    Custody and destruction of ballots. 
2.28.110    Contest of election – Grounds. 
2.28.120    Contest of election – Notice. 
2.28.130    Contest of election – Investigation. 
2.28.140    Contest of election – Recounts. 
2.28.150    Contest of election – Resolution. 
2.28.160    Tie election. 
2.28.170    Action by assembly on election results. 
2.28.180    Certificate of elections. 
2.28.010    Counting ballots. 
 
… 
 
2.28.040 Delivery of ballots. 
 
When the tally of votes is completed, a certificate of returns shall be prepared and signed by the 
chairperson [inspector] and clerks of each election precinct. After completion of the certificate of 
returns the counted ballots and all rejected ballots shall be sealed into an envelope provided by 
the election supervisor, sealed, and delivered to the clerk, along with all challenged ballots in and 
emergency absentee ballots, to be retained a depository until submitted to the canvass board. 
[Ord. 417 § 11, 1981; Ord. 270 § 5, 1972; prior code § 36.40.040.] 
 
2.28.050 Canvass board. 
 



The canvass board shall consist of borough clerk who acted as election supervisor, the 
chairperson [inspector] from each election precinct, and three members of the assembly. The 
assembly shall, prior to the date of the election, designate three assembly members to serve on 
the canvass board. Vacancies shall be filled by appointment of the mayor. [Ord. 417 § 12, 1981.] 
 

SEC 6.  Amendment.  Sections of Chapter 2.36 of the Wrangell Municipal Code 
is amended to read: 
 

Chapter 2.36 
ELECTION OFFENSES 

 
Sections: 
2.36.010    Offenses and corrupt practices designated. 
2.36.020    Penalty for violation. 
2.36.030    Civil remedy. 
2.36.010    Offenses and corrupt practices designated. 
 
… 
 
Q. Electioneering on election day within the polling place or within 200 [100] feet of same.  
 
 

SEC. 7.  Classification.  This ordinance is of a permanent nature and shall be 
codified in the Wrangell Municipal Code. 

 
SEC. 8.  Severability.  If any portion of this ordinance or any application thereof to 

any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to 
other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

 
SEC. 9. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption. 
 
 
PASSED IN FIRST READING:               , 2014. 

 
PASSED IN SECOND READING:               , 2014. 
 
 
 

  
David L. Jack, Mayor 
 
 

ATTEST: 



 
 
  
Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 
 



 
 

Agenda Item 13b 
 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  
 
INFORMATION: 

 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE No. 885:AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY 
OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING 
WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 1.08, BOROUGH FLAG, 
SPECIFICALLY SECTION 1.08.010 AND 1.08.020 (first reading) 
 
 
Background 

Nathaniel (Wrangell’s intern) researched and completely revamped a new Ordinance 
to be in line with the way the flag should be displayed, defined, etc.  

 
Attachments: 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance No. 885 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to approve first reading and move to a second with a Public Hearing to 
be held on September 9, 2014. 



CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 

ORDINANCE NO. 885 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 
BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING 
WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE CHAPTER 1.08, BOROUGH 
FLAG, SPECIFICALLY SECTION 1.08.010 AND 1.08.020 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF 

WRANGELL, ALASKA: 
 
[The changes to the existing code are shown as follows: the words that are underlined are 

to be added and the words that are bolded and in brackets are to be deleted.] 

 
SEC. 1. Action.   The purpose of this ordinance is to amend Chapter 1.08 of Title 1 

of the Wrangell Municipal Code, Borough Flag. 
 
SEC. 2. Amendments. Sections of Chapter 1.08 of the Wrangell Municipal Code 

are amended to read: 
BOROUGH FLAG 

 
Sections: 
1.08.010    Description. 
1.08.020    Interpretation. 
1.08.030    Use. 
  

1.08.010 Description. 
 

The official flag of the borough is an emblem of four sides, and four angles of 90 degrees 
each. The background or field shall be white. In the center of the flag shall be a totem 
house in black above which are eight gold stars situated in the form of the Big Dipper. 
The totem house and stars shall be encircled by two circles, set apart so that a circle of 
equal width is formed by the field of white; the inner circle shall be blue, and the outer 
circle shall be red. Around the outer border of the red circle shall be the words 
“WRANGELL” and “GATEWAY TO THE STIKINE” in blue, Roman face lettering. To 
the upper left of center a gold-colored fish shall be positioned so that the head of the fish 
points toward the upper section of the red circle; and to the upper right of center shall be 
a fir tree in black. The ratio of hoist to fly (vertical to horizontal) of the flag is 3 to 5 feet.  
[Ord. 271 § 4, 1972; prior code § 01.30.010.] 

 



 
1.08.020 Interpretation. 

 
The red and blue circles and the white background represent the colors of the American 
flag.  The eight golden stars represent the flag of the State of Alaska.  The Shakes House 
represents Wrangell’s native culture.  The tree represents Wrangell’s historical roots in 
the timber industry, while the salmon stands for Wrangell’s modern sport and 
commercial fishing industries [, white, and blue represent the colors of the American 
flag. The eight stars of gold compliment the Alaskan flag. The shakes house stands 
for our native culture and is Wrangell’s nationally known landmark. The salmon 
represents one of Wrangell’s largest industries, including sport and commercial 
fishing. The tree represents the forest, the logging and the sawmills, industries 
constituting a large part of Wrangell’s economy]. [Ord. 271 § 4, 1972; prior code § 
01.30.015.] 

 
SEC 3.  Repeal.  Section 1.08.03(U.) of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

repealed: 
 
… 
 
 
U. Reserved  [The flag should not be used for purposes of decoration, either over the middle 
of streets or as a covering for automobiles or floats in a parade or for draping speaker’s 
platforms or stands, or for any other similar purpose of decoration.] 
 
… 
 

SEC. 4.  Classification.  This ordinance is of a permanent nature and shall be 
codified in the Wrangell Municipal Code. 

 
SEC. 5.  Severability.  If any portion of this ordinance or any application thereof to 

any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to 
other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

 
SEC. 6. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption. 
 
 
PASSED IN FIRST READING:               , 2014. 

 
PASSED IN SECOND READING:               , 2014. 
 
 
 



  
David L. Jack, Mayor 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 
 



 
 

Agenda Item 13c 
 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  
 
INFORMATION: 

 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE No. 886: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF 
THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING, AND 
ADDING NEW SECTIONS, TO TITLE 1 OF THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL 
CODE, GENERAL PROVISIONS (first reading) 

 
 

Background 
Police Chief McCloskey had sent a request to the State of Alaska Court, requesting that a list 
of offences be classified and added to the court system’s Uniform Table of Minor Offenses 
(UMOT). 
 
Because of the way that some offences are listed in our Wrangell Municipal Code, the AK Court 
cannot add the list of offenses to their table until we have fixed our code.  
 
Chief McCloskey and I worked with the State of AK Court and with Ms. Barbara Ritchie 
(Borough Attorney’s office) to correct the fee schedule in Chapter 1 of the Wrangell Municipal 
Code.  
 
This is the first step in the process.  

 
Attachments: 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance No. 886 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to approve first reading and move to a second with a Public Hearing to 
be held on September 9, 2014. 



CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 886 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 
BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING, AND 
ADDING NEW SECTIONS, TO TITLE 1 OF THE WRANGELL 
MUNICIPAL CODE, GENERAL PROVISIONS     

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF 

WRANGELL, ALASKA: 
 
[The changes to the existing code are shown as follows: the words that are underlined are 

to be added and the words that are [bolded and in brackets are to be deleted].] 
 
SEC. 1. Action.  The purpose of this ordinance is to add new sections and make 

other amendments to Chapter 1.20, General Penalty Title 1.     
 
SEC. 2. Amendment. Section 1.20 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is amended 

to read:   

  
Chapter 1.20 

GENERAL PENALTY 

Sections: 
1.20.010 Generally. 
1.20.020 Reserved. [Attempts to commit a misdemeanor.]   
1.20.030 Aiding in an infraction [misdemeanor]. 
1.20.040.  Surcharge.   
1.20.050  Minor Offense Fine Schedule.   
 

1.20.010 Generally. 

A. Unless an ordinance specifically provides otherwise, any person violating any of the 
provisions of this code or failing to comply with any of the mandatory requirements of this code 
is guilty of an infraction and shall be punished by a fine not to exceed $500.  A defendant 
charged with an infraction is not entitled to a jury trial or to court-appointed counsel at public 
expense [Unless specifically provided to the contrary, violation of any ordinance or Charter 
provisions of the borough by doing any act prohibited or declared to be unlawful thereby 
or declared to be an offense or a misdemeanor thereby and any person who fails to do any 
act required by any such provision shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction 
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding $1,000]. 

B. Any person violating a provision of this code that specifically provides that a violation of the 
provision is a misdemeanor, is guilty of a misdemeanor and punishable by a fine not to exceed 

http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/wrangell01/Wrangell0120.html#1.20.010
http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/wrangell01/Wrangell0120.html#1.20.020
http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/wrangell01/Wrangell0120.html#1.20.030
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$1,000 or imprisonment of not more than 90 days, or both [The application of subsection (A) of 
this section is intended to broadly apply to violations of all regulatory provisions of this 
code and in the sense “regulatory offense” is to connote an offense or conduct other than 
one traditionally regarded as a crime. Considering the factors of lesser maximum 
punishment, the social and moral reproach or infamy attaching to offense, the extent to 
which it may be deemed antisocial behavior, and the consequences to a violator upon 
conviction, the penalty prescribed in subsection (A) of this section, not involving the 
possibility of imprisonment or incarceration upon conviction and not having the right to 
trial by jury, shall apply to each provision of the Wrangell Municipal Code unless expressly 
stated otherwise].    

[C. Serious misdemeanors traditionally regarded as criminal in nature or inherently 
involving a high degree of moral or social opprobrium, or which are to a large degree 
regarded as antisocial behavior, shall, upon conviction, be punishable by a fine not 
exceeding $1,000 or imprisonment not more than 90 days, or both, and are to be found in 
the following code provisions: WMC 2.36.010, WMC Title 10, WMC 15.08.190, and 
Chapter 20.92 WMC.] 

[D]C. The borough may institute a civil action against any person who violates a borough 
ordinance. In addition to injunctive and compensatory relief, a civil penalty not to exceed $1,000 
may be imposed for each violation. Each day, or part thereof, that a violation of a borough 
ordinance continues shall constitute a separate violation.  

1.20.020 Reserved. [Attempts to commit a misdemeanor. 

Any person who attempts to commit a misdemeanor and in such attempt does any act 
toward the commission of such misdemeanor but fails or is prevented or intercepted in the 
perpetration thereof is guilty of that misdemeanor and shall be punished in the manner 
prescribed for the attempted misdemeanor itself.] 

1.20.030 Aiding in an infraction [misdemeanor]. 

Every person who counsels, abets or aids another in the commission of a particular infraction  
[misdemeanor] as expressly prescribed by ordinance is guilty of an infraction [a misdemeanor] 
and is punishable in the same manner as the principal offender.  

1.20.040.  Surcharge.  In addition to any penalty prescribed by law, a defendant convicted of 
violating a borough ordinance shall pay the surcharge required under AS 12.55.039 and 
29.25.074.  All such surcharges collected shall be remitted to the State of Alaska as required by 
AS 29.25.074. 

1.20.050  Minor Offense Fine Schedule.   

In accordance with AS 29.25.070(a), citations for the following offenses may be disposed of as 
provided in AS 12.25.195-.230, without a court appearance, upon payment of the fine amounts 
listed below plus the state surcharge required by AS 12.55.039 and AS 29.25.074. Fines must be 

http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/Wrangell02/Wrangell0236.html#2.36.010
http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/Wrangell10/Wrangell10.html#10
http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/Wrangell15/Wrangell1508.html#15.08.190
http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/Wrangell20/Wrangell2092.html#20.92


paid to the police department. If an offense is not listed on a fine schedule, the defendant must 
appear in court to answer the charges. The Alaska Court System’s Rules of Minor Offense 
Procedure apply to all offenses listed below.  Citations charging these offenses must meet the 
requirements of Minor Offense Rule 3. If a person charged with one of these offenses appears in 
court and is found guilty, the penalty imposed for the offense may not exceed the fine amount for 
that offense listed below.   

Section Offense  Penalty/Fine 
7.04.010  Cruelty – Abandonment $200 
7.04.020 Animals at large prohibited 

 
First offense - $15, second offense - 

$50, third offense - $100. Fourth and 
subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 
minimum fine of $200 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 
7.08.030 At large – Prohibited – Nuisance 

declared 
First offense - $15, second offense - 

$50, third offense - $100. Fourth and 
subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 
minimum fine of $200 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 
7.08.035 Objectionable animals First offense - $15, second offense - 

$50, third offense - $100. Fourth and 
subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 
minimum fine of $200 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 
7.08.040 Restraint requirements First offense - $15, second offense - 

$50, third offense - $100. Fourth and 
subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 
minimum fine of $200 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 
7.08.045 & 7.08.050 Off-leash areas & Off –leash 

area rules 
First offense - $15, second offense - 

$50, third offense - $100. Fourth and 
subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 
minimum fine of $200 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 
7.08.115 Potentially dangerous and 

dangerous dogs: violation of 
restrictions, confinement 
requirements, and sign 
requirements 

First offense - $200. Second and 
subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 
minimum fine of  $300  and a 

maximum $500.00. 
7.08.120 Biting dog – Confinement First offense - $200. Second and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 
court appearance offenses with a  

minimum fine of  $300 and a 



maximum fine of $500.00. 
7.08.140 Proclamation to confine all dogs 

during epidemic 
First offense - $200 Second and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 
court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $300 and a 
maximum fine of $500.00. 

7.08.150 Interference with animal 
enforcement agents 

First offense - $200 Second and 
subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 
minimum fine of $300 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 
 
 
SEC. 3.  Classification.  This ordinance is of a permanent nature and shall be 

codified in the Wrangell Municipal Code. 
 
SEC. 4.  Severability.  If any portion of this ordinance or any application thereof to 

any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to 
other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

 
SEC. 5. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption. 
 
PASSED IN FIRST READING:   , 2014. 

 
PASSED IN SECOND READING:  , 2014. 
 
 

  
David L. Jack, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
  
Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 
 



 
 

Agenda Item 13d 
 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  
 
INFORMATION: 

 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE No. 887: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF 
THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING, AND 
ADDING NEW A NEW CHAPTER AND NEW SECTIONS, TO TITLE 7 OF 
THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE, ANIMALS (first reading) 
  

 
Background 
The Code Review Committee met a number of times to go over the animal section of 
the WMC.  
 
Police Chief McCloskey and the Borough Attorney’s office assisted in making changes 
to the code. There are sections in this Ordinance that addresses penalties that were 
recommended by the State of Alaska Court.   
 
Also, there are now definitions added to the Animal Section.  

 
Attachments: 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance No. 887 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to approve first reading and move to a second with a Public Hearing to 
be held on September 9, 2014. 
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CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 887 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 
BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING, AND 
ADDING A NEW CHAPTER AND NEW SECTIONS, TO 
TITLE 7 OF THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE, ANIMALS     

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF 

WRANGELL, ALASKA: 
 
[The changes to the existing code are shown as follows: the words that are underlined are 

to be added and the words that are [bolded and in brackets are to be deleted].] 
 
SEC. 1. Action.  The purpose of this ordinance is to add a new Chapter 7.01 

entitled Definitions to Title 7 of the Wrangell Municipal Code, Animals, and to add new sections 
and make other amendments to Chapter 7.04, General Regulations, and Chapter 7.08, Dogs/Cats 
of Title 7.     

 
SEC. 2. New Chapter. Title 7 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is amended 

by the addition of a new Chapter 7.01 to read:   
 

Title 7 
ANIMALS 

Chapters: 
7.01    Definitions. 
7.04    General Regulations. 
7.08    Dogs/Cats. 
 

Chapter 7.01 
DEFINITIONS 

 
 
7.01.010 Definitions. 
In this title, unless the context requires otherwise, the following words and phrases shall have the 
meanings set out in this section: 
 
A. Abandon 
To leave an animal for a period in excess of 24 continuous hours without adequate provision for 
its physical needs. 
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B. Acceptable collar 
Any commercial or homemade collar or harness capable of allowing a tag and/or leash to be 
affixed which does not cause injury to the animal. 
 
C. Altered animal 
An animal that has been sterilized. 
 
D. Animal 
“Animal” means all nonhuman members of the kingdom Animalia. 
 
E.  Animal enforcement agent 
Any peace officer, other law enforcement personnel, or an animal control officer, or other person 
specifically authorized by the borough manager to enforce the provisions of this title. 
 
F. Animal exposed to rabies 
An animal that has been bitten by an animal that either has rabies or has been in proximity or 
contact with an animal that has rabies or has been exposed to an animal that has rabies. 
 
G. Animal shelter 
Any premises designated by the manager or the manager’s designee for the purpose of 
impounding and caring for animals pursuant to this title. 
 
H. At large 
Any animal that is not under restraint. 
 
I. Boarding 
Keeping an animal overnight in a commercial animal establishment used for such a purpose. 
 
J. Commercial animal establishment 

1. Any property wherein or whereon any person engages in the business of regularly selling, 
training, boarding, or breeding animals for compensation; or 

2. Any property used to house or board any horse, mule, donkey, or other livestock; or 

3. For animals other than livestock, fish or fowl, any property used to house more than 20 
adult animals; or 

4.  Any property used to house more than 10 adult fowl. 

K. Competent voice control 
When all the following are met:  

(1) The person exhibiting the voice control is present with the animal and monitors all of its 
activities; 

(2) The person exhibiting the voice control is capable of directing all of the animal’s 
movements and activities by voice commands; and  
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(3) The animal under voice control follows all of the vocal commands quickly and 
accurately.   

 
L. Confined 
Shut within an enclosure.  This includes, but is not limited to, a fenced in area of the real 
property of the owner, an animal shelter (i.e. pen, dog house, leash, or kennel), and any building 
on the owner’s property, including house or garage. 
 
M. Dangerous dog 
A dog as defined in WMC 07.08.110.  
 
N. Dog 
A member of the genus and species Canis familiaris, commonly known as a domestic dog, but 
does not include other members of the family Canidae such as a fox, coyote, wolf or other game 
species the taking of which is regulated by the state of Alaska.  For the purposes of this title, 
“dog” includes Canid hybrids unless otherwise specified. 
 
O. Domestic animal 
Any animal kept for pleasure or for utility that has been adapted to life in association with and to 
the use by human beings, and shall not include animals which normally can be found in the wild. 
 
P. Enclosure 
A structure suitable to confine an animal.  The structure shall be securely constructed and shall 
have secure sides, and shall be kept secured at all times. The design and construction shall be 
adequate to prevent the animal from escaping. 
 
Q. Euthanasia 
The act of inducing the humane death of an animal. 
 
R. Facility 
A building or property other than a private residence in which an animal is maintained. 
 
S. Humane manner 
Care of an animal to include, but not be limited to, adequate heat, ventilation, and sanitary 
shelter, wholesome food and water, consistent with the normal requirements and feeding habits 
of the animal’s size, species, and breed. 
 
T. Improperly confined 
The confinement of an animal under conditions that endanger the animal’s health or safety or the 
safety of the public. 
 
U. Keeper 
Any person, group of persons, partnership, firm, trust or corporation, owning, having an interest 
in, or having control, custody, or possession of any animal and includes any adult member of a 
family or group of persons sharing a residential unit where another member of the family or 
group has an interest in, or has control, custody or possession of an animal which is kept in or on 
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the premises of the shared residential unit.  “Keeper” does not include a person who voluntarily 
undertakes the temporary care of an animal that is otherwise abandoned or a person who 
voluntarily undertakes the temporary care of an animal that is at large in violation of WMC 
7.08.030. 
 
V. Leash 
A chain, leash or rope, held in such manner as to maintain control and to prevent the attached 
animal from attacking any person, animal, or entering a designated no-pet area. 
 
W. Neglected 
An animal that has not received that degree of care that a reasonable person would give under the 
same circumstances.  The care must include sufficient food and clean water, adequate shelter and 
protection from the weather, health care, and clean living conditions. 
 
X. Nuisance animal 
Any animal which is doing any of the acts set forth in WMC 7.08.030. 
 
Y.  Objectionable animal 
Any animal which is doing any of the acts set forth in WMC 7.08.035.  
 
Z. Pet Shop 
A commercial establishment that offers to sell live animals with the intent that they be kept as 
pets. 
 
AA. Physical injury 
Physical pain or an impairment of physical condition. 
 
BB. Potentially dangerous dog  
A dog as defined in WMC 7.08.110.  
 
 
 SEC. 3. Amendment. The table of sections of Chapter 7.04 of the 
Wrangell Municipal Code is amended to read:   
 

Chapter 7.04 
GENERAL REGULATIONS1 

Sections: 
7.04.010    Cruelty – Abandonment.[ – Domestic creature defined.] 
7.04.020    Animals at large prohibited. 
7.04.030    Entering public or private property. 
7.04.0[3]40    Penalty for violation. 
 
SEC. 4.  Amendment.  Section 7.04.010 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

amended to read: 
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7.04.010  Cruelty – Abandonment [– Domestic creature defined].   
A. Any person who necessarily or without cause overworks, beats, abuses, starves, 

torments, kills or otherwise mistreats a domestic animal [creature], or causes or procures any 
such acts to be done, shall be deemed guilty of an [misdemeanor] infraction. [For the purposes 
of this section, the term “domestic creature” means any tame animal or animal kept as a 
pet, including, but limited to, dogs, cats, rabbits, monkeys, birds or reptiles.] 

B. Any person who intentionally abandons a domestic animal[creature], whether or not it 
is sick, maimed, infirm, or disabled, where there is not a caretaker to assume responsibility for 
proper food and water and other needs, shall be deemed guilty of an [misdemeanor]infraction. 

SEC. 5.  Amendment.  Section 7.04.020 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 
amended to read:   

7.04.020  Animals at large prohibited.  

It is unlawful for the [owner or] keeper to permit or allow any bull, ox, cow, sheep, goat, hog, 
dog, or other animal or any domestic fowl to be [run] at large within the borough limits, or to be 
pastured or herded, or staked or tied for the purpose of grazing, in any of the streets, alleys, 
squares, or other grounds belonging to or under the control of the borough and within the 
borough limits [of the borough]; and it is unlawful for the [owner or] keeper of any of said 
animals, or stock of any kind or domestic fowl to tie, stake, pasture, or turn at large any of said 
animals upon any private property within the limits of the borough, without the consent of the 
owner of said property. 

SEC. 6. New Section.  A new Section 7.04.030 is added to Chapter 7.04 of 
the Wrangell Municipal Code to read:    
 
7.04.030 Entering public or private property. 

A. An animal enforcement agent may enter onto any property, public or private, at all 
reasonable hours in the performance of his or her duties under this title, except that he or she 
may not enter any private residence or house without the consent of a person authorized to give 
consent. 

B. It shall be a condition of any designated or any permitted commercial animal 
establishment that an animal enforcement agent shall be allowed to inspect any and all animals 
and the premises where such animals are kept at any reasonable time during normal business 
hours.  Where a permit for a commercial animal establishment is revoked for cause, or pending 
an appeal of such action, the animal enforcement agent shall have power of entry on the premises 
and into all areas where animals are being kept. 
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SEC. 7. Amendment. Section 7.04.030 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

renumbered to be 7.04.040 and amended to read:   

7.04.0[3]40 Penalty for violation. 
[Any person convicted of violation of any of the provisions of this chapter shall be 

punished in the following manner: first violation, a 15.00 fine/penalty; second violation, a 
$50.00 fine/penalty; third violation, a $100.00 fine/penalty; fourth violation, a $125.00 
fine/penalty; fifth violation, a $150.00 fine/penalty; sixth and subsequent violations, a 
$200.00 fine/penalty. The execution of any sentence imposed hereunder may not be 
suspended nor may imposition of sentence be suspended, except upon the condition that the 
defendant pay the minimum fine as provided in this section, nor may the punishment 
provided for in this section be reduced] Any person violating any provision of this chapter is 
guilty of an infraction and shall be punished by the fine established in the 1.20.050 fine schedule 
if the offense is listed in that fine schedule or by a fine of up to $500 if the offense is not listed in 
the 1.20.050 fine schedule. 

 
 

SEC. 8. Amendment.  The table of sections of Chapter 7.08 Wrangell 
Municipal Code is amended to read:    

Chapter 7.08 
DOGS/CATS 

Sections: 
7.08.010    Licensing. 
7.08.020    Dog vaccination required. 
7.08.030    [Running at] At large – Prohibited – Nuisance declared. 
7.08.035 Objectionable animals. 
7.08.040 Restraint requirements. 
7.08.045 Off-leash areas. 
7.08.050 Off-leash area rules. 
7.08.0[4]60    Impoundment. 
7.08.0[5]70    Notice of impoundment. 
7.08.0[6]80    Hearings and appeals. 
7.08.0[7]90    Reclamation – Impoundment costs. 
7.08.[08]100    Disposal. 
7.08.[09]110    [Vicious dogs – Harboring – Muzzling] Potentially dangerous and 

dangerous dogs – definitions. 
7.08.115 Classification of dogs – Notice, hearing, and appeal – Restrictions.    
7.08.1[0]20    Biting dog – Confinement. 
7.08.1[1]30    Biting dog – Notification of state – Observation. 
7.08.1[2]40    Proclamation to confine all dogs during epidemic. 
7.08.1[3]50    Interference with animal enforcement agents [officers]. 
7.08.1[4]60    Penalty for violation. 
[7.08.150    Mail-in bail.] 
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SEC. 9.  Amendment. Section 7.08.010 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 
amended to read:  

7.08.010 Licensing. 
A. Every person who owns or keeps a dog within the borough shall report to the [borough 

clerk] police department, not later than the first day of February of each year, his or her name 
and address, and shall give the name, breed, color, and sex of each dog owned or kept by such 
person and shall be required to pay to the police department clerk the fee of $5.00 for each 
neutered male or spayed female dog and $15.00 for each intact dog so owned or kept. Upon 
payment of the fee, the [borough clerk] police department clerk shall furnish a receipt thereof, 
and [also] a metal license tag carrying an identification number that shall be securely fastened to 
a collar made of leather, metal or other substantial material worn by the dog. 

B. The [borough clerk] police department shall keep and accurate record of all licensed 
dogs. The [borough clerk] police department shall cause a notice of the necessity of paying such 
a license fee to be printed in a paper of general circulation within the borough one time before 
the tenth day of January in each year. 

SEC. 10.  Amendment. Section 7.08.020 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is amended to 
read: 

7.08.020 Dog vaccination required. 
[No license shall be granted for a] A dog older than six months [which does not] is 

required to have a current rabies vaccination. 

SEC. 11.  Amendment. Section 7.08.030 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is amended to 
read: 

7.08.030 [Running at] At large – Prohibited – Nuisance declared. 
A. It is unlawful for any [owner or] keeper of a dog/cat to permit the [said] animal to be 

[run] at large on any street, sidewalk, wharf or public place or otherwise become a nuisance 
within the incorporated borough limits. 

B. A dog will be deemed [to be running] at large unless confined upon private property with 
consent of the owner thereof, or led or securely tied upon a leash in hands of some responsible 
person. 

C. All dogs/cats [running] at large within the borough limits are declared a public nuisance 
and are subject to immediate impoundment without prior notice. 

D. A violation of this section shall be fined as provided in WMC 1.20.050. 
 

SEC. 12. New Sections.  Chapter 7.08 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 
amended by the addition of new Sections 7.08.035, 7.08.040, 7.08.045, and 7.05.050 to 
read:   

 
7.08.035 Objectionable animals.  
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A.  The keeper of an animal shall: 
1. Prevent the animal from disturbing a neighborhood or any number of persons by 
frequent or prolonged noise, barking, howling or other noises;  
2. Prevent the animal from defecating upon, digging upon or injuring public 
property or a public thoroughfare or private property without the permission of the 
property owner;  
3.   Prevent the animal from snapping, running after or jumping at vehicles or persons 
using the public thoroughfares within the city and borough;  
4.  Prevent the animal from snapping at, jumping upon or otherwise menacing, 
injuring or frightening persons, domestic animals, or livestock; provided, that this 
subsection shall not apply if the person is trespassing or otherwise acting in violation 
of the law; and  
5.  Prevent the animal from snapping, harassing or otherwise disturbing or injuring 
any wildlife.  

B.   Any animal found in violation of this section may be immediately impounded by the 
animal enforcement agent.  
C.  A violation of this section shall be fined as provided in WMC 1.20.050. 

 

7.08.040 Restraint requirements. 
A.    The keeper of any dog shall keep the dog under leash restraint at all times and shall not 

permit the dog to be off leash in any area except those designated as “off-leash areas.” 
B.    All dogs or other domestic animals found at large may be impounded. The keeper of the 

dog or other domestic animal shall be responsible should the dog or other domestic animal be in 
violation of this section.  

C.    All dogs in the back of an open pickup truck must be restrained by a tie down which is 
sufficiently short to protect the animal from jumping out and to prevent the animal from lunging 
at passers-by. 

D.   A violation of this section shall be fined as provided in WMC 1.20.050. 
 

7.08.045 Off-leash areas. 
A. Dogs may be off-leash outside of the city and borough’s business district, provided that 

the keeper is actively engaged with the dog and has competent voice control of the dog.  
B. The “business district” is described as follows: Waterward starting from the Ferry 

Terminal down 2nd Street, continuing on Church Street to Case Avenue, turning right down Case 
Avenue, continuing left down Shakes Street to and including the Harbor parking lot and 
including Shakes Island; within these areas, dogs must be under leash restraint at all times.   

C.  A violation of this section shall be fined as provided in WMC 1.20.050. 
 
   

7.08.050 Off-leash area rules. 
A.    The following rules shall be followed by all keepers that choose to have their dogs off-

kim
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leash: 
1.    Potentially dangerous and dangerous dogs, and biting dogs, as provided under WMC  

7.08.110, 7.08.115, 7.08.120, and 7.08.130, and female dogs in heat are prohibited from being 
off-leash; 

2.    Dogs shall be leashed upon entering and leaving the fenced sports fields designated 
for off-leash use; 

3.    Keepers shall keep their dogs in sight and under “competent voice control” at all 
times; 

4.    Keepers shall remain with their dogs when they are off-leash; 
5.    Keepers shall clean up and remove any dogs’ feces left by their dogs or be subject to 

fines or prohibitions; 
6.    Holes dug by dogs must be filled by the keeper; 
7.    Keepers shall be responsible for all actions of their dogs; and 
8.    Aggressive or unruly dogs are not allowed to be off-leash. 

B.    In addition to being subject to the penalties in WMC 7.08.160,  any keeper of a dog who 
violates any rule in this section may be prohibited from using an off-leash area with the dog. 

C. No dogs shall be allowed, either on-leash or off-leash, in specific areas within the city 
and borough’s business district if the city and borough has posted notice prohibiting dogs in 
those areas.   

D.   A violation of this section shall be fined as provided in WMC 1.20.050. 
 
SEC. 13.  Amendment. Section 7.08.040 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

renumbered to be 7.08.060 and amended to read:  

7.08.0[4]60 Impoundment. 
A. Any dog/cat found at large shall be impounded by the animal enforcement agent [chief of 

police or his designee or contractor]. 
B. The [chief of police or his designee or contractor] animal enforcement agent shall 

promptly prepare an impoundment report, which shall include a description of the dog/cat, the 
name, address and telephone number of the [owner or] keeper if known, the location where the 
dog/cat was found at large and impounded, and the date after which the dog/cat will be disposed 
of pursuant to WMC 7.08.[08]100, and the procedure (including any charges to be paid) for 
reclaiming the dog/cat. 

C. During the period of impoundment until reclamation or disposal, the [chief of police or 
his designee or contractor] animal enforcement agent shall keep the dog/cat in a suitable 
[kennel] animal shelter facility.  

D. No person shall willfully prevent or obstruct the impounding of any animal in violation of 
any of the provisions of this title by an animal enforcement agent, nor shall any person break 
open an animal shelter, or take or attempt to take any animal out of an animal shelter facility, or 
capture device without the consent of an animal enforcement agent, nor shall any person 
knowingly impound or attempt to impound any animal not legally subject to impoundment.  

 
SEC. 14.  Amendment. Section 7.08.050 is renumbered to be 7.08.070 of the 

Wrangell Municipal Code and amended to read:  
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7.08.0[5]70 Notice of impoundment. 
Within 24 hours after impoundment, the [chief of police, his designee or contractor] animal 

enforcement agent shall give notice of impoundment as follows: 
A. In all cases, whether the [owner] keeper is known or not known, a copy of the 

impoundment report shall be posted [in conspicuous places at the post office and City Hall, 
and, if possible] at the police department and broadcasted on the local radio station [and/or 
television]. 

B. If the [legal owner] keeper of an impounded dog [the dog/cat] is known through 
licensing, the [owner] keeper shall, in addition to the above, be given verbal notice or notice by 
certified mail, return receipt requested, [to the owner or keeper of the dog] at that person’s last 
known address.   

 
SEC. 15.  Amendment. Section 7.08.060 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

renumbered to be 7.08.080 and amended to read:  
 

7.08.0[6]80 Hearings and appeals. 
A. The [owner or] keeper of an impounded dog/cat may request a hearing within [five] ten 

days of mailing, verbal notice or first publication of the notice of impoundment, whichever 
occurs first. If there is no request for a hearing within the time specified, the right to a hearing 
will be waived. 

B. A hearing, if requested, shall be conducted by the borough manager or the manager’s 
designee. The hearing shall be conducted informally. 

C. At the conclusion of the hearing, the borough manager shall state the [his] decision, the 
reasons therefor, and indicate what evidence was relied upon. 

D. If the decision sustains the impoundment, or if no hearing is requested and the right is 
waived, then the borough manager or his designee shall order the [chief of police, his designee 
or contractor] animal enforcement agent to proceed with disposal pursuant to WMC 
7.08.[08]100. 

E. If the decision overrules the impoundment, the dog/cat shall be promptly returned to its 
[owner or] keeper without charge, or if the dog/cat has previously been reclaimed, all charges 
paid shall be promptly refunded to the payer. 

F. A person aggrieved by the decision of the borough manager may appeal the[his] decision 
to the borough assembly.  All appeals to the assembly must be filed in writing with the borough 
clerk no later than 15 days after the date of the manager’s decision; an appeal filed later than 15 
days after the date of the decision will not be considered.      

G. The keeper of the impounded dog/cat shall be liable for all impound costs under WMC 
7.08.090 if the decision to impound is upheld. 

[G]H. No dog/cat shall be disposed of until the hearings, if any, are completed.  
 
SEC. 16.  Amendment. Section 7.08.070 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

renumbered to be 7.08.090 and amended to read:  

7.08.0[7]90 Reclamation – Impoundment costs. 
A. A person who presents satisfactory proof of ownership or right to possession to the [chief 

of police, his designee or contractor] animal enforcement agent may reclaim an impounded 
dog/cat any time before the dog/cat has been finally disposed of pursuant to WMC 7.08.[08]100, 
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by payment of all costs specified in subsection (B) of this section, and payment of any current 
but unpaid license fee pursuant to WMC 7.08.010. 

B. Impoundment costs are as follows: 
1. Impoundment fee $25.00 
2. Kennel fee $15.00/day 
3. Actual cost of postage and 
publication of notice of 
impoundment Variable 
4. Actual cost of any emergency 
veterinarian care, medication or 
extraordinary expense Variable 

 
 
SEC. 17.  Amendment. Section 7.08.080 is renumbered to be 7.08.100 of the 

Wrangell Municipal Code and amended to read:  

7.08.[080]100 Disposal. 
A. Title to a dog/cat impounded and not reclaimed nor subject to a hearing shall finally vest 

in the borough on [of] the [sixth]tenth day following verbal notice, notice by mail or first 
publication of the notice of impoundment pursuant to WMC 7.08.0[5]70. 

B. After title in the dog/cat has vested in the borough, the dog/cat may be disposed of in any 
economical and efficient manner [the chief of police, his designee or contractor] that the 
animal enforcement agent deems appropriate, including euthanasia.  

 
SEC. 18.  Amendment.  Section 7.08.090 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

renumbered to be 7.08.110 and amended to read:  
 

[7.08.090 Vicious dogs – Harboring – Muzzling.]  
 
[A. All persons are prohibited from knowingly keeping for themselves or for another any 
dog known or reported to be a vicious animal dangerous to the public safety. 

B. Upon written protest, signed by two or more residents of the borough and filed with the 
borough assembly, the owner or keeper of any such vicious dog shall be notified and 
required to have posted upon the premises where such dog is owned or kept a legible 
painted sign bearing the words “Beware of Dog” in letters not less than three inches high 
and placed in a conspicuous place upon the premises where it may be plainly seen by all 
persons entering upon the premises. The owner or keeper of any such dog shall also be 
required, when said dog is permitted outside the house on a leash, to have said dog 
adequately muzzled, or, if not muzzled, to be kept in an enclosure so constructed that any 
person entering upon the premises may not be subject to attack. 

C. Upon a second complaint by one or more persons being filed or reported against any 
owner or keeper of any such vicious dog, it shall be the duty of the chief of police, or some 
person appointed by him, immediately to impound such dog for such period of time as 
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necessary to conduct an investigation. Thereupon, the chief of police or the person duly 
appointed by him shall immediately conduct an investigation into the character and 
propensities of such dog and investigate the grounds of protest and complaint filed against 
said animal, and thereafter shall take whatever action is justified by the situation, and may 
decree compliance with the conditions provided in subsection (B) of this section or have the 
dog destroyed or removed from the borough.] 

7.08.110 Potentially dangerous and dangerous dogs – definitions.   
A.    Definitions.  Except as provided in subsection C of this section, a “potentially dangerous 
dog” is any dog that: 

1.    Without provocation, chases or approaches a person in a threatening manner or in an 
apparent attitude of attack; or  

2.    Has a known propensity, tendency or disposition to attack without provocation, or 
otherwise threaten the safety of human beings or domestic animals. 

B.    Except as provided in subsection C of this section, a “dangerous dog” is any dog that: 

1.    Has bitten or otherwise inflicted physical injury on a human being without 
provocation, on public or private property; 

2.    Has, while off the premises of its keeper, killed a domestic animal without 
provocation; or  

3.    Has been previously classified as potentially dangerous and is found in violation of the 
provisions of this title. 

C. Exceptions to potentially dangerous and dangerous dog. 

1. No dog may be classified as potentially dangerous or dangerous if: 

a.  It was acting against a trespasser who had illegally entered premises occupied by 
the keeper or custodian of the dog; 

b.  The dog was being tormented, abused, assaulted or otherwise provoked; 

c.  The dog was protecting or defending a person within the immediate vicinity of the 
dog from an attack by a person or other animal, or if the dog was acting to defend 
itself from attack by another animal or person. 

2.  No dog may be classified potentially dangerous or dangerous if the injury or 
damage to an animal was sustained while the dog was working as a police dog, hunting 
dog, service animals, herding dog, or predator control dog on the property of or under the 
control of its keeper and the damage or injury was to a species or type of animal 
appropriate to the work of the dog. 
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SEC. 19.  A new section 7.08.115 is added to the Wrangell Municipal Code to read: 

7.08.115 Classification of dogs – Notice, hearing, and appeal – Restrictions.  

     A.  Classification of dogs.  The animal enforcement agent shall have the authority to 
determine, based on probable cause, that a dog is potentially dangerous or dangerous.  The 
determination and classification of the animal shall be completed by the animal enforcement 
agent within 15 days of receipt by the police department of a report or complaint concerning an 
incident involving the dog. In making the determination, the agent will consider all of the facts 
and circumstances of the incident, including but not limited to the following factors:   

1.  The observed and reported past history and present behavior of the dog; 

2.  Whether the incident was accidental in nature; 

3.  The extent of the injury to the person or animal attacked; and  

4.  The keeper’s history of compliance with the provisions of WMC Title 7 pertaining to 
the dog involved in the incident.   

 
B.  Notice; Hearing to review classification; Appeals; Restrictions pending hearing or appeal.  

Written notice of the animal enforcement agent’s determination to classify a dog potentially 
dangerous or dangerous shall be served on the keeper of the dog at the keeper’s last known 
address. The notice shall describe the dog, state the grounds for its classification, and state the 
restrictions and other requirements applicable to the dog by reason of its classification. The 
notice shall also state that if a written request for a hearing is filed with the manager within ten 
days after completion of service of the notice, a hearing will be conducted by the manager or the 
manager’s designee in accordance with WMC 7.08.080 to review the classification or any related 
restrictions or other requirements applicable to the dog. The right to a hearing shall be deemed 
waived if not timely requested as set forth in this subsection. The manager’s decision may be 
appealed to the borough assembly as provided in WMC 7.08.080.  Pending any hearing or appeal 
on the classification of the dog, the animal enforcement agent may require that the dog be kept 
securely confined on the premises of the keeper or other location acceptable to the animal 
enforcement agent, which may include quarantine at the animal shelter at the keeper’s expense.    

    
C. On-premises confinement. While on the keeper’s property, a potentially dangerous or 

dangerous dog must be securely confined indoors or in a securely enclosed and locked pen or 
structure suitable to prevent the entry of children and designed to prevent the dog from escaping 
by climbing, burrowing, or otherwise. The potentially dangerous dog must be securely confined 
indoors at all times until the enclosure is available.  If built for a dog, the enclosure must have 
minimum dimensions of five feet by ten feet and must have secure sides and a secure top. If the 
enclosure has no bottom secured to the sides, the sides must be embedded into the ground to a 
depth of not less than one foot.  If not built for a dog, the enclosure must meet the more general 
specifications listed in this section, and any additional specifications as might be prescribed by 
the animal enforcement agent. The enclosure must also provide adequate protection from the 
elements and be kept in clean and sanitary condition. 
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D. Off-premises confinement. A potentially dangerous or dangerous dog may be off the 

keeper’s premises only if it is humanely muzzled and restrained by a substantial leash not 
exceeding four feet in length.  The leash and dog must be under the actual physical control of a 
person suitable to control the dog at all times.  Such dogs shall not be leashed to inanimate 
objects such as trees, posts or buildings. The muzzle must be made in a manner that will not 
cause injury to the dog or interfere with the dog’s vision or respiration, but must prevent the dog 
from biting any person or animal.  

 
E. Signs. The keeper shall display signs in such form as required by the animal enforcement 

agent on the keeper’s premises warning that there is a potentially dangerous or dangerous dog on 
the premises.  One sign must be visible from any public right-of-way abutting the premises.  A 
sign must also be posted on the enclosure for the dog.  

 
F. Destruction of dangerous dogs.  The animal enforcement agent may order any dog that is 

classified as dangerous to be humanely euthanized after being quarantined for such period as 
provided by law.  Written notice of the animal enforcement agent’s order shall be served on the 
keeper of the dog at the keeper’s last known address. The notice shall describe the dog and state 
the grounds for the order. The notice shall also state that if a written request for a hearing is filed 
with the manager within ten days after completion of service of the notice, a hearing will be 
conducted by the manager or the manager’s designee in accordance with WMC 7.08.080 to 
review the order. The right to a hearing shall be deemed waived if not timely requested as set 
forth in this subsection. The manager’s decision may be appealed to the borough assembly as 
provided in WMC 7.08.080.  Pending any hearing or appeal, the animal enforcement agent may 
require that the dog be kept securely confined on the premises of the keeper or other location 
acceptable to the animal enforcement agent, which may include quarantine at the animal shelter 
at the keeper’s expense.        

 
G.  A violation of this section shall be fined as provided in WMC 1.20.050.  

 
SEC. 20.  Amendment. Section 7.08.100 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

renumbered to be 7.08.120 and amended to read:  

7.08.1[0]20 Biting dog – Confinement. 
A. Whenever any [person owning, possessing, or harboring] keeper of any dog within the 

borough limits learns that such dog has bitten any human being, such [person] keeper shall 
immediately impound the dog in a place of confinement to be designated by the 
[borough]animal enforcement agent. The place of confinement must prevent escape and include 
facilities placing the dog in total isolation from any human being or other animal. A report of the 
actions taken shall immediately be reported to the [borough] police department who shall notify 
all responsible officials. 

B. Whenever responsible officials of the borough learn that any human being has been bitten 
by any dog within the borough, the identity of such dog shall be ascertained and the [person 
owning, possessing, or harboring it] keeper of the dog shall immediately deliver the dog for 
impounding as required in subsection (A) of this section. 

C. Any dog so impounded shall be kept continuously confined for a period of 14 days from 
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the day the dog bit the human being, and the [owner, possessor, or person harboring] keeper 
of the dog shall be responsible for such charges as may be required for impounding, including 
but not limited to a fee for isolation of the dog, food for the dog, and special charges required for 
rabies prevention.  

D. A violation of this section shall be fined as provided in WMC 1.20.050.  
 
SEC. 21.  Amendment. Section 7.08.110 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

renumbered to be 7.08.130 and amended to read:  

7.08.1[1]30 Biting dog – Notification of state – Observation. 
A. Upon learning that a dog has bitten a human being, the [police] animal enforcement agent 

shall immediately notify the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services and inform the 
state agency of the place where the dog is impounded. 

B. The [borough] animal enforcement agent shall contract with persons knowledgeable with 
care and handling of well and sick dogs for inspection of the dog for the 14 days of confinement 
to determine whether such dog is infected with rabies. For this purpose, [persons so designated 
by] the [borough] animal enforcement agent shall have access to the premises where the dog is 
kept at all reasonable hours, and may take possession of the dog and confine it [in the 
designated dog pound of the borough] at the animal shelter or other [suitable place] location 
acceptable to the animal enforcement agent at the keeper’s expense [of the owner]. 

C. The [owner or person in possession or harboring such] keeper of the dog under 
observation shall immediately notify the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services [of 
the state] of any evidence of sickness or disease in the dog during its period of confinement and 
shall promptly deliver its carcass to the appropriate agency in the event of the animal’s death 
during the period. 

D. During the period of confinement, the [owner, person in possession, or person 
harboring such] keeper of the dog shall be liable for all expenses of confining such dog in 
isolation.  

 
SEC. 22.  Amendment. Section 7.08.120 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

renumbered to be 7.08.140 and amended to read:  

7.08.1[2]40 Proclamation to confine all dogs during epidemic. 
Whenever the prevalence of hydrophobia renders such action necessary to protect the public 

health and safety, the borough manager shall issue a proclamation ordering every [person 
owning or keeping] keeper of a dog to confine [him]the dog securely on [his] the keeper’s 
premises unless [he] the dog is muzzled so that [he] it cannot bite. No person shall violate such 
proclamation, and any unmuzzled dog [running] at large during the time affixed by the 
proclamation shall be killed by the [police] animal enforcement agent without notice to the 
[owner]keeper.  A violation of this section shall be fined as provided in WMC 1.20.050.  
 

SEC. 23.  Amendment. Section 7.08.130 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 
renumbered to be 7.08.150 and amended to read:  

7.08.1[3]50 Interference with animal enforcement agents [officers]. 
It is unlawful for any unauthorized person to break open the animal shelter [pound] or to 
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attempt to do so, or to take or let out any dog/cat therefrom, or to take or attempt to take from 
any animal enforcement agent [officer] any dog/cat taken up by the agent [him] in compliance 
with this chapter, or in any manner to interfere with or hinder such officer in the discharge of the 
agent’s [his] duties under this chapter.  A violation of this section shall be fined as provided in 
WMC 1.20.050.  

  
SEC. 24.  Amendment. Section 7.08.140 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

renumbered to be 7.08.160 and amended to read:  

7.08.1[4]60 Penalty for violation. 
[A] Any person violating any provision of this chapter is guilty of an infraction and shall be 

punished by the fine established in the 1.20.050 fine schedule if the offense is listed in that fine 
schedule or by a fine of up to $500 if the offense is not listed in the 1.20.050 fine schedule. 
[Except as set forth in subsection (B) of this section, any violation of the provisions of this 
title shall be punishable as provided for in WMC 1.20.010. 

B. A violation of WMC 7.08.010 and 7.08.030 and shall be a regulatory offense for 
which a fine of $25.00 shall be imposed. The execution of any sentence imposed hereunder 
may not be suspended nor may imposition of sentence be suspended, except under the 
condition that the defendant pay the fine as provided in this section, nor may the 
punishment provided in this section be reduced.] 

 
SEC. 25.  Repeal. Section 7.08.150 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

repealed. 

[7.08.150 Mail-in bail. 
Commission of the offenses described in WMC 7.08.010 or 7.08.030 may be satisfied by 

payment of the prescribed fine without a court appearance. The person to whom such 
citation is issued may plead guilty to the offense by signing the appropriate blank and 
paying either in person or by mail the fine specified on the citation to the Wrangell police 
department, said payment to be made prior to the court appearance date indicated on the 
citation. Acceptance and payment of the prescribed fine is complete satisfaction for the 
offense.] 

 
 
SEC. 26.  Classification.  This ordinance is of a permanent nature and shall be 

codified in the Wrangell Municipal Code. 
 
SEC. 27.  Severability.  If any portion of this ordinance or any application thereof to 

any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to 
other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

 
SEC. 28. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption. 
 
PASSED IN FIRST READING:   , 2014. 

 
PASSED IN SECOND READING:  , 2014. 
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David L. Jack, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
  
Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 
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Agenda Item 13e 
 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  
 
INFORMATION: 

 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE No. 888: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF 
THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING CHAPTER 
3.36 OF THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE, SCHOOL BOARD (first 
reading) 
  

 
Background 
The Code Review Committee received two requests from the Wrangell Public School 
Administrative Assistant to revise the Wrangell Municipal Code, Section 3.36 on how 
Vacancies are handled and also when Meetings are held.  
 
These changes are being made in order to be consistent with School Board Policy.  

 
Attachments: 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance No. 888 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to approve first reading and move to a second with a Public Hearing to 
be held on September 9, 2014. 
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CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 888 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 
BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING 
CHAPTER 3.36 OF THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE, 
SCHOOL BOARD 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF 

WRANGELL, ALASKA: 
 
[The changes to the existing code are shown as follows: the words that are underlined are 

to be added and the words that are [bolded and in brackets are to be deleted].] 
 
SEC. 1. Action.  The purpose of this ordinance is to make amendments to Title 3, 

Section 3.36 School Board, and to add a new section to Title 3, Section 3.36 School Board 
entitled Meetings.     

 
SEC. 2. Amendment. Section 3.36 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

amended to read:   

Chapter 3.36 
SCHOOL BOARD 

Sections: 
3.36.010 District established. 
3.36.020 Board functions. 
3.36.030 Membership – Qualifications. 
3.36.040 Vacancies. 
3.36.050 Policy manual. 
3.36.060 School budget 
3.36.070 Meetings 

 
…. 
 
3.36.040 Vacancies. 
 
If a vacancy occurs on the School Board, [the remaining members shall within 30 days 
fill the vacancy by such procedure as they shall among themselves agree.] the vacancy 
shall be filled within 30 days by such procedure as established by school board policy. The 
person selected shall serve until the next regular election when a successor shall be elected 
to serve the balance of the term. 
 

http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/wrangell03/Wrangell0336.html#3.36.010
http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/wrangell03/Wrangell0336.html#3.36.020
http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/wrangell03/Wrangell0336.html#3.36.030
http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/wrangell03/Wrangell0336.html#3.36.040
http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/wrangell03/Wrangell0336.html#3.36.050
http://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/wrangell03/Wrangell0336.html#3.36.060
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…. 
 
SEC. 3.  New Chapter.  Title 3 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is amended by the 

addition of a new Chapter 3.36.070 to read: 
 
Section 3.36.070 – Meetings 
 
All regular meetings of the Board shall be held on the third Monday of each month with 
the exception that the October meeting will be held on the first Monday following the 
certification of the City and Borough of Wrangell regular election if such certification has 
not occurred prior to the third Monday of the month, The School Board President may 
choose to hold the regular meeting on a day other than the third Monday of the month to 
accommodate the schedule of the school board members provided that there is ample 
advertising to the public. There will be no Regular School Board meeting in July.  
 

 
SEC. 4.  Classification.  This ordinance is of a permanent nature and shall be 

codified in the Wrangell Municipal Code. 
 
SEC. 5.  Severability.  If any portion of this ordinance or any application thereof to 

any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to 
other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

 
SEC. 6. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption. 
 
PASSED IN FIRST READING:   , 2014. 

 
PASSED IN SECOND READING:  , 2014. 
 
 

  
David L. Jack, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
  
Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 



 
 

Agenda Item 13f 
 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  
 
INFORMATION: 

 
Letter of continued support for grant funding by SEAPA to AEA for the 
Swan Lake Reservoir Expansion Project 
  

 
Background 
On March 26, 2013 the Wrangell Borough Assembly adopted Resolution No. 03-13-
1272 which supports the process for the Alaska Energy Authority’s Renewable Energy 
Fund grant application which was applied for by SEAPA. 
 
This letter of support is required by the granting agency in the Round VIII process and 
its purpose is to affirm that the City & Borough of Wrangell still supports the Project.  

 
Attachments: 
 

1. Proposed Letter of Support 
2. Resolution No. 03-13-1272 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to approve the letter of support to be signed by the Mayor for the Swan 
Lake Reservoir Expansion Project.  
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CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 

       INCORPORATED MAY 30, 2008 
 

       Office of the Borough Mayor 
       _________________________________________________________ 

                P.O. Box 531   907-874-2381  
                                                                                                                     Wrangell, AK 99929        907-874-3952 

 
 
 
August 26, 2014    
 
Grants Administrator Shawn Calfa 
Alaska Energy Authority 
813 West Northern Lights Boulevard 
Anchorage, Alaska  99503 
 
Re: Letter of Support for Renewable Energy Fund Grant (Round VIII) 
 Swan Lake Reservoir Expansion Project 
 
Dear Mr. Calfa: 
 
I am writing to you on behalf of the City and Borough of Wrangell. It is my 
understanding that the Southeast Alaska Power Agency (“SEAPA”) is preparing a 
grant application for the completion of SEAPA’s Swan Lake Reservoir Expansion 
Project.     
 
Attached is a copy of the City and Borough of Wrangell’s Resolution No. 03-13-1272 
endorsing the project during SEAPA’s funding endeavors in 2013. This letter is 
affirmation that the City and Borough of Wrangell continues its strong support of 
the project and SEAPA’s efforts to enhance hydro storage capacity in the region.    
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David Jack, Mayor 
City and Borough of Wrangell 
 
Attachment: 
 City and Borough of Wrangell Resolution No. 03-13-1272 
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Agenda Item 13g 
 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  
 
INFORMATION: 

 
Approval of the design proposal for the Alaska Court Remodel  
 

 
Attachments: 
 

1. Memo from Borough Manager Jeff Jabusch 
2. Fee proposal from the Court 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to approve the design proposal from Bill Kontess of WHPacific for the 
remodel of the court in the amount of $41,597.00 without competitive 
bidding as allowed under Wrangell Municipal Code 05.10.050 (E) with 
funding to come from the General Fund Reserve. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLY 
  CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
FROM: JEFF JABUSCH 
            BOROUGH MANAGER 
   
SUBJECT: COURT REMODEL AND LONG TERM LEASE RENEWAL 

 

DATE:  August 18, 2014 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 

The current court lease is scheduled to expire unless it is renewed by the Alaska Court System on 

June 30, 2015.  They currently contributed about $70,000 to the city through lease payments for 

the court in the city owned Public Safety Building.  There are some changes they want to make 

in the court space that will amount to around $350,000.  Some of these changes revolve around 

ADA requirements and others are for security reasons and some are just because some things 

have just worn out.  

 

They are not able to lay their hands on capital money to do this work, but if we upfront the 

money, they can include the payback in our new long term lease.  The pay back would be over 

15 to 20 years at 5% and this amount would be added to the current lease amount.  I believe we 

could take the money out of our general fund reserve and then the payback would be through a 

15 to 20 year lease. 

 

The only disadvantage is that we would have to upfront the money.  The advantage would 

include the security of a long term lease with the court that would increase the lease payments to 

pay this back over 15 to 20 years at 5% interest.  This is a better investment return right now then 

we are getting at the banks.  We have used this interest rate because that would be in the ball 

park of what we could borrow money for at the present time.  One last advantage is that it is a 

job that local contractors could bid on and have some winter work as it is all indoors.  Some of 

the money we had budgeted to do work at the court will not need to be used because it will be 

included in this work and paid back by the court. 

 

Attachments: 

1. Letter of Obligation and follow up e-mail from the court committing to the project and 

long term lease to pay back the capital cost. 

2. Fee Proposal from the architect the court has wanted to use to final the design and get the 

plans to a bid ready stage. 

 

Recommended Motion: 
Move to approve the design proposal from Bill Kontess of WHPacific for the remodel of the 

court in the amount of $41,597.00 without competitive bidding as allowed under Wrangell 

Municipal Code 05.10.050 (E) with funding to come from the General Fund Reserve. 
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Agenda Item 13h 
 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  
 
INFORMATION: 

 
Approval to send a letter to our Congressional Delegates opposing the 
construction, development, and/or operation of open pit mining activities 
(item added at the request of Assembly Member Blake and Mayor Jack) 
 

 
Attachments: 
 

1. News article from the Nome Nugget (August 15, 2014) 
2. Letter regarding environmental consequences of multiple development 

(November 15, 2011) 
3. KRBD Article regarding the B.C. Mine dam break (August 5, 2014) 
4. Global News regarding the Mount Polley Mine (August 4, 2014) 
5. Transboundary Watershed Conservation Briefing regarding the Red 

Chris Mine Proposal (Spring of 2013) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to approve sending a letter to our congressional delegates opposing the 
construction, development, and/or operation of open pit mining activities in 
the vicinity of the Stikine River Watershed or its tributaries.  
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Agenda Item 13i 
 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  
 
INFORMATION: 

 
Approval to sell City owned lots 
 

 
Attachments: 
 

1. Memo from Manager Jeff Jabusch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to authorize Staff to sell City owned lots described as Lots 16-20, Block 
30B, Lemieux Subdivision; and Lot 1, 5, and 6, Block 38, Wrangell Townsite 
through a public bid process as provided in Section 16.12.040 of the Wrangell 
Municipal Code with funds from the sale of the lots to go into the Residential 
Construction Fund.  
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Agenda Item 13j 
 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  
 
INFORMATION: 

 
Approval to proceed with processing the 2012-2013 Property Tax 
Foreclosures 
 

 
Attachments: 
 

1. Memo from Manager Jeff Jabusch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to authorize city staff to proceed with the property tax foreclosure for the 
tax years 2012 and 2013 per Wrangell Municipal Code 5.04.370. 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLY 
  CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
FROM: JEFF JABUSCH 
            BOROUGH MANAGER 
   
SUBJECT: AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED WITH PROPERTY TAX 

FORECLOSURE 
 

DATE:  August 18, 2014 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 

Both the Wrangell Municipal Code and the State Statutes allows for annual tax foreclosures for 

delinquent property taxes.  These provisions assures that taxes will be collected so that cities 

counting on these revenues will not come up short when trying to provide public services such as 

police, fire, library, parks, pools, roads and other basic services provided. 

 

Generally we try and do a foreclosure every other year.  A foreclosure takes at a very minimum 

15 months and usually longer to complete.  The guidelines are governed by the State of Alaska 

and have many legal filings and some long waiting periods in between.  Our last foreclosure for 

the tax years 2010 and 2011 has one more step and it will be complete.  We will be asking the 

assembly to begin the foreclosure for the tax years 2012 and 2013. 

 

Section 5.04.370 of the Wrangell Municipal Code requires the assembly to elect to proceed with 

a foreclosure based on any and all delinquent real property taxes.  Once the assembly approves 

the foreclosure we do the following: 

 

1. Send a courtesy letter to all delinquent property tax owners that they have 30 days to 

avoid being on the foreclosure list. 

2. File a petition for judgment with the court 

3. Publish the foreclosure list in the paper for four consecutive weeks 

4. Motion for judgment after the foreclosure is in the pape 

5. Then there is a one year redemption period. 

6. At the end of the one year redemption period there is notice of Expiration of Redemption 

after the one year is completed. 

7. Wait 30 days after this publication. 

8. City would get deed to the property. 

9. Bring to the assembly to either use the property for a public purpose or get permission to 

sell it. 

10. When sold, the city would claim all taxes through the current year, penalties and Interest 

and any other foreclosure costs such as attorney fees, filing fees and publication costs.  

The balance of funds are returned to the foreclosed owner upon application by them. 

 

Recommended Motion: 
Move to authorize city staff to proceed with the property tax foreclosure for the tax years 2012 

and 2013 per Wrangell Municipal Code 5.04.370. 
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Agenda Item 13k 
 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  
 
INFORMATION: 

 
Approval to sell City owned Foreclosed Lots through the Land Disposal 
Process 
 

 
Attachments: 
 

1. Memo from Jeff Jabusch, Borough Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to authorize Staff to sell City owned foreclosed lots number 2 and 4 of the 
R.A.L Subdivision through the disposal of land process in Wrangell Municipal 
Code 16.12.040 with funds from the sale to be distributed as required by State 
Statutes for foreclosed property. 
 



MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  HONORABLE MAYOR AND MEMBERS OF THE ASSEMBLY 
  CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
FROM: JEFF JABUSCH 
            BOROUGH MANAGER 
   
SUBJECT: PREVIOUSLY FORECLOSED PROPERTY NOT SOLD 

 

DATE:  August 18, 2014 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 

We foreclosed on two lots off of Etolin Street some time ago. Recently we have seen 

considerable interest in the lots, but the current terms have made it impossible to sell.  

Traditionally, foreclosed lots are sold without any city financing, so the purchaser has to come in 

with the entire amount.  In this case, one lot is $44,300 (73,782 square feet) and the other is 

$35,500 (47,294).  Both are wet and may have to set a portion of the lot aside for Army Corps of 

Engineer’s wetlands mitigation.  Lot 2 on the attached plat is accessed off of Hemlock Street and 

Lot 4 is accessed off of Etolin Street.   

 

The reason that foreclosed property is normally sold for the entire amount upfront is that the 

money received first goes to the Borough to pay off any property taxes, penalty, interest and 

foreclosure costs incurred through the current year.  Any remaining funds are to be returned to 

the previous owner through a process required by State Statute.  I believe it is in the best long 

term interest of the city to get these sold, pay off all the foreclosure costs first and then return any 

remaining funds to the previous owners even if that requires funds to temporarily come out of the 

Borough’s pocket, while the purchaser pays off the land over time. 

 

I would recommend that we change the terms for sale, rebid the lots in a sealed bid process, and 

sell this land as we do other city lands by allowing purchaser to finance this up to 15 years, 

5.25% interest with 25% down.  Notice will be given to the bidder that will include the following 

stipulations: 

 

1. The purchaser is responsible for their own Corps permit and any mitigation that may be 

required by them. 

2. If either of these lots are subdivided, the owner will have to supply their own acess 

easement for accessing the back (flag) lots off of either Etolin or Hemlock streets.  No 

subdivision will occur until the loan for the land is paid in full 

3. Spruce Street is not planned to be developed at this time. 

4. The city will finance this property as described above. 

 

Recommended Motion: 
Move to authorize city staff to sell city owned foreclosed lots number 2 and 4 of the R.A.L 

Subdivision through the disposal of land process in Wrangell Municipal Code 16.12.040 with 

funds from the sale to be distributed as required by State Statutes for foreclosed property. 
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Agenda Item 13l 
 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
AGENDA ITEM 

August 26, 2014 
  
 
INFORMATION: 

 
A RESOLUTION  OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF 
WRANGELL, ALASKA, TO ACCEPT A LOAN IN THE AMOUNT OF UP TO 
$542,249 FROM THE STATE OF ALASKA, DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
 

 
Attachments: 
 

1. Memo from Manager Jeff Jabusch 
2. Resolution No. 08-14-1299 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 
Move to adopt Resolution No. 08-14-1299 that approves the loan with the State of 
Alaska, Department of Environmental Conservation Fund in the amount of 
$542,249 for Water System Improvements with all loan payments to come from 
user fees of the Water Utility.  
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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  THE HONORABLE MAYOR AND ASSEMBLY 
  CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
CC:   JEFF JABUSCH 
  BOROUGH MANAGER 
  
FROM: Carol Rushmore  
  
SUBJECT: ALASKA DEPARTMENT  OF ENVIRONMENTAL  CONSERVATION 

LOAN FOR WATER MAIN REPLACEMENTS 
 
DATE: August 20, 2014 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
BACKGROUND: 
 
Beginning around 1980 the City of Wrangell began using Ductile Iron pipe as the standard 
material for new and replacement water lines.  This became the industry standard after the 
discontinuance of asbestos cement pipe.  Many of these ductile iron water mains have been 
prematurely failing.  Wrangell has been subject to more and more frequent water main breaks.  
Wrangell had three water main breaks in one week this fall.  There have been three breaks in the 
past year on a twelve inch main installed in 2000.  This year saw ruptures of mains under two 
additional streets.  One of these mains provides water to the Wrangell’s hospital, senior 
apartment facility, and elementary school.  The other provides water to Wrangell’s main 
commercial district.  The breaks are causing disruptions in domestic water service and fire 
protection, providing a potential path for water contamination, and causing road and property 
damage.  The fire department policy now is to run a water tanker to all fires in case of water 
main failure. 
 
Beginning five years ago, all Wrangell water projects are specifying high density polyethylene 
water mains so all new mains should be fine but most ductile iron mains will need to be replaced.  
Unfortunately most mains are under paved roadways so repairing the road surface adds 
significantly to costs. These mains would be replaced starting with those that are already 
frequently failing and would proceed in phases. 
 
Staff is applying for funding to begin the replacement process.  In January the project was 
submitted to the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Drinking  Water Loan fund 
program and made it on the State’s Intended Use Plan Priority  Funding list, assuring us of a loan 
in the amount of $542,xxx  if we complete the loan paperwork in a timely matter. Staff is also 
applying for grant funds, and all or a portion of the loan could be used towards match for grants.  
Note, if the Borough Assembly accepts this loan, there is time to wait and see if most of this 
project  can be paid for by grant  funds.  We will continue to work at getting this  project  100%  
grant funded. Acceptance  of  the loan  actually  gives  Wrangell  more  points  for  a grant  on  
DEC's grading system.  Again, if passed, this loan would only be used as a last choice. 
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Information regarding the terms of the Loan: 
Principal Amount: $542,249 
Term:      20 years 
Interest Rate:     1.5% 
Annual Payment: $31,584 
 
The entire amount of these payments would come from the Water Utility through user fees. It is 
not expected that this would cause any additional increase to the water rates above those already 
scheduled. 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends Borough Assembly adopt the Resolution to approve the loan with the Alaska 
Department  of  Environmental Conservation in  the  amount  $542,249 for  Water System 
Improvements with all loan payments to come from user fees of the Water Utility. 



CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 08-14-1299 
 

A RESOLUTION  OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF 
WRANGELL, ALASKA, TO ACCEPT A LOAN IN THE AMOUNT OF UP 
TO $542,249 FROM THE STATE OF ALASKA, DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

 
WHEREAS, the City and Borough of Wrangell has determined that several of 

Wrangell’s water mains are corroding and starting to fail; and  
 

WHEREAS, the costs to maintain sections of the water mains continue to escalate, 
and replacement of these corroding mains would result in lower operating and 
maintenance costs; and   
 

WHEREAS, the City and Borough of Wrangell seeks to obtain the necessary 
financial assistance to replace water mains and make water system improvements; and 
 

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska, Department of Environmental Conservation is able 
to offer loan funding through the Alaska Drinking Water Fund; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City and Borough of Wrangell applied for and received priority 
funding in the State’s FY15 Intended Use Plan to apply for loan term that would be 20 
years at 1.5% interest; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City and Borough of Wrangell is authorized under WMC Chapter 
6.3 to borrow money when authorized by the Assembly for use by a utility or enterprise 
of the borough and that repayment of the loan including interest comes exclusively from 
said utility. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY 
AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA:  
 
 The Assembly hereby authorizes and directs the Borough Manager to make, 
accept, and execute a loan agreement up to $542,249 for funding in the form of a loan 
through the State of Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation Drinking Water 
Fund for the replacement of water mains and water system improvements. 
 

ADOPTED:  _______________, 2014 
 
      _________________________________ 
      David Jack, Mayor 
 
ATTEST: _________________________________ 
  Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 
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CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL  

  
BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 

AGENDA ITEM 
August 26, 2014 

 
  
 
INFORMATION: 
 

ATTORNEY’S FILE – Summary report provided to the Assembly.  
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CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 

 
BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 

AGENDA ITEM 
August 26, 2014 

 
 
 
Executive Session – None. 
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