
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA 

 
 

Tuesday, June 28, 2016                              Location: Assembly Chambers, City Hall 
6:30 –6:45 p.m. 

 
        

1. Call to Order 

2. Roll Call 

3. Public Hearing Items: 

a. PROPOSED ORDINANCE No. 918: AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE 
CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING SECTION 13.05.010, 
PERMITTED ENCROACHMENTS, OF THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE  (second 
reading) 

 
4. Written Testimony 

  
5. Oral Testimony 

 
6. Adjournment 



 

 

Agenda Item 3a 
 

CITY & BOROUGH OF WRANGELL 
 
 

BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 
PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA ITEM 

June 28, 2016 
   
INFORMATION: 
 

PROPOSED ORDINANCE No. 918: AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, 
AMENDING SECTION 13.05.010, PERMITTED ENCROACHMENTS, 
OF THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE (second reading) 
 
 

Attachments: 
 

1. Proposed Ordinance No. 918 
2. Memo from Carol Rushmore, Economic Development Director 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 918 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 
BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING 
SECTION 13.05.010, PERMITTED ENCROACHMENTS, OF 
THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE  

 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF 
WRANGELL, ALASKA: 

 
[The changes to the existing code are shown as follows: the words that are underlined are 

to be added and the words that are [bolded and in brackets are to be deleted].] 
 
SEC. 1. Action.  The purpose of this ordinance is to amend Section 13.05.010 of 

the Wrangell Municipal Code relating to Permitted Encroachments. 
 
SEC. 2. Amendment of Section. Section 13.05.010 of the Wrangell 

Municipal Code is amended to read:  

Section 13.05.010 Permitted encroachments.   

 A. [It shall be unlawful for any] No person, other than an officer or employee of the 
City and Borough of Wrangell in the course of his or her employment, [to] shall make, cause or 
permit any construction in, on, under or within a borough right-of-way except as provided for in 
this chapter. 

 B. Removable, nonpermanent encroachments attached to permanent structures, 
beautification activity, and aerial encroachments that are not for the purpose of advertising, may 
be permitted [only in that portion of the borough right-of-way located on Front Street, 
specifically, at its origination where it intersects with Stikine Avenue and Federal Way and 
extending through the downtown commercial district ending at the intersection of Case 
Avenue and Shakes Street,] upon approval by the city and borough planning commission. 
Except as provided for in WMC 13.05.040, persons who currently own, maintain, or wish to 
modify, alter, or change an existing encroachment located in the borough right-of-way described 
above, and persons desiring to construct, place, or erect an encroachment in the borough right-of-
way, shall apply for an encroachment permit on a form designated by the commission and, 
except as provided for in WMC 13.05.040, pay an application fee of $50.00 to the City and 
Borough of Wrangell. 

 C. The commission may provide for any such terms and conditions as the commission 
deems appropriate prior to approving an encroachment permit. In determining to issue or deny a 
permit, the commission may consider, at a minimum, the following: 



  1. The collateral impact of the requested encroachment upon other individuals, the 
city and borough maintenance efforts, and public safety; 

  2. The overall beneficial or negative impacts on the use of the right-of-way by 
individuals or the public at large; 

  3. The need for the land for public construction projects in the foreseeable future; 

  4. Whether the encroachment can be considered an advertisement, which is 
specifically not permissible in the right-of-way; 

5. The commission may require the applicant to obtain reviews and/or approvals 
of construction designs or materials from other state or local government agencies. 

… 
 
SEC. 3.  Classification.  This ordinance is of a permanent nature and shall be 

codified in the Wrangell Municipal Code. 
 
SEC. 4.  Severability.  If any portion of this ordinance or any application thereof to 

any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to 
other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

 
SEC. 5. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption. 
 
PASSED IN FIRST READING:      , 2016. 

 
PASSED IN SECOND READING:     , 2016. 
 
 
 

  
David L. Jack, Mayor 
 

ATTEST: 
 
  
Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 

 

 

kim
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Jeff Jabusch, Borough Manager 

  Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 

 

FROM: MS. CAROL RUSHMORE 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 

 

CC:  Amber Al-Haddad, Public Works Director 

   

SUBJECT: Proposed changes to Chapter 13.05 Encroachments of the Borough Right-

of-way 

 

DATE: May 27, 2016 

 

 

BACKGROUND: 

The State of Alaska is resurfacing Evergreen. Federal Highways is the primary funding source 

and their regulations require all encroachments must be permitted.  Since Evergreen is owned by 

the City and Borough of Wrangell, it is our responsibility to permit the encroachments or have 

them removed.   

 

The Borough went through this same process when Front Street was being updated. Chapter 

13.05 was developed specifically to assist businesses that had awnings overhang into the Front 

Street Right-of-Way.  Because the code was developed only for Front Street businesses, it needs 

to be modified to address any encroachments on Evergreen. There are 11 encroachments:  of 

which are landscaping type encroachments (rock wall, fence, plants)  and 4 are wooden steps or 

stairs.  We are carefully reviewing the encroachments to insure there are no sight obscuring 

issues that could create a safety hazard, and access issues for vehicles.  

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Attached are simple suggested changes to the code to allow us to address encroachments 

throughout the Borough. The State’s ROW agent has been very helpful and offered substantial 

changes to the code and to the permit. At this time, I am suggesting only simple changes to the 

code and am incorporating some of her suggestions into a new permit form that I am still 

working on.    

 

Please review and let me know if you have any questions or want to discuss in more detail. Once 

I get a draft permit together I will submit that for review.  

 

ATTACHMENTS:   
1. Initial DRAFT proposed changes to Ch 13.05 
2. Current Encroachment Permit Application form 
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