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First 3 quarters 2014-1015  
(Excluding self-employed)

2014 2015 % Change Job change

All Employment 881 877 -0.4% -3

Total Private 559 571 2.1% +12

Federal Government 49 52 5.7% +3

State Government 26 24 -6.4% -2

Local Government 246 230 -6.5% -16

Maritime 143 156 9.1% +13

Visitor Industry 87 83 -5.5% -5

Construction Industry 23 24 4.3% +1



24% of ALL jobs 
32% of ALL earnings 

Maritime

+9% 2015 



Maritime as a % of all private sector earnings
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School enrollment decreased by 27% in last decade 

Average age is 48 (AK is 34) 

Since 2010 age 65+ increased by 26%

Demographics



Top Benefits
How Significant are These Elements to Operating Your Business in 

Wrangell?

Overall Quality  
of Life

Recreational  
Opportunities

Cultural  
Opportunities

Cost of Electricity

0% 22.5% 45% 67.5% 90%

Moderate benefit Significant benefit

85%

68%

61%

30%



Gustavus Electric Inc

City of Tenakee Springs

Inside Passage Elec Coop, Inc

City of Elfin Cove

Yakutat Power Inc

Pelican Utility

Alaska Power and Telephone Co

City of Petersburg

Metlakatla Power & Light

City of Wrangell

City & Borough of Sitka

Ketchikan Public Utilities

0 0.15 0.3 0.45 0.6

$0.10
$0.10
$0.10
$0.10
$0.10
$0.11

$0.23
$0.39

$0.48
$0.48

$0.55
$0.56

Cost of Electricity



Top Barriers
How Significant are These Elements to Operating Your Business in 

Wrangell?

Overall Cost of Business

Cost of Transportation: Freight

Skilled Professional Workforce

Federal regulations

Level of taxation

Suppliers for your business

Cost of Transportation: People
0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Moderate barrier Significant barrier

90%

75%

70%

70%

84%

70%

69%

55%

44%

(Housing costs = 31%)



Networks: Interactions

Industry Associations/Chambers
Local Government

Banks
Other businesses in your industry

Economic Development Organizations
Tribal Government/Alaska Native Entities

State Government
Environmental Organizations

Regional University (UAS, UAF Programs)
Business Assistance Centers

Professional Service Firms
Federal Government

0% 15% 30% 45% 60%

Extremely valuable Valuable

58%

13%

How valuable are these Wrangell networks to your business?



Federal
97.2%

Wrangell Land Ownership

State 2.5%

Private 0.2%

City and Borough 
of Wrangell 0.1%



Changes in Wrangell Summary

Total Population 
Total Jobs 
Maritime Jobs 
Seafood Pounds 
Seafood Processing 
Government Jobs 
Federal Jobs 

Construction Jobs 
Housing Starts  
Air Passengers 
Cruise Passengers 
Yacht Arrivals 
Tourism Jobs 
Unemployment 



Wrangell Opportunities
• Low Electric Rates can attract business 

development 
• Promote Wrangell’s recreation, culture, 

and quality of life 

• Support and grow visitor industry 
• Maritime economy - continue to grow 
• Promote Accessible Waterfront in 

Wrangell for all: Locals, Industry, Visitors 



Institute Ideas
• Residential development 
• Mixed-use development of small 

commercial and residential 
• Neighborhood development - tie in with 

recreation corridor, old mill site, Mental 
Health lands, Shoemaker Harbor 

• Senior assisted living 
• Live in multi-faceted educational 

complex. 


