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CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 957 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND 

BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA, ADDING A NEW 

SECTION 9.08.085, EXCESSIVE NOISE PROHIBITED, TO 

CHAPTER 9.08, NUISANCES, TITLE 9,  HEALTH AND 

SAFETY, OF THE WRANGELL MUNICIPAL CODE 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF 

WRANGELL, ALASKA: 

 

[The changes to the existing code are shown as follows: the words that are underlined are 

to be added and the words that are [bolded and in brackets are to be deleted].] 

 

SEC. 1. Action.  The purpose of this ordinance is to add a new Section 9.08.085, 

Excessive Noise Prohibited, to Chapter 9.08, Nuisances, Title 9, Health and Safety of the 

Wrangell Municipal Code. 

 

SEC. 2. New Chapter.  A new Section 9.08.085, Excessive Noise Prohibited, is 

added to Chapter 9.08, Nuisances, Title 9, Health and Safety, of the Wrangell Municipal Code to 

read:   

 

Chapter 9.08 

NUISANCES 

 

Sections: 

9.08.010    Defined. 

9.08.020    Prohibited – Abatement generally. 

9.08.030    Burial. 

9.08.040    Slaughterhouses and similar operations. 

9.08.050    Water pollution. 

9.08.060    Maintaining gutters free of obstructions. 

9.08.070    Offensive drains. 

9.08.080    Accumulations of rubbish and materials prohibited. 

9.08.085    Excessive Noise Prohibited. 

9.08.090    Certain conditions declared nuisances. 

9.08.100    Remedies not exclusive. 

9.08.110    Notification of offenders by police chief – Abatement. 

9.08.120    Penalty for violation. 

 

9.08.085   Excessive Noise Prohibited 
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A. No person shall make, assist in making, continue, or cause to be made any excessive 

loud, disturbing, or unnecessary noise.  Excessive for purposes of this chapter is defined as 

exceeding the noise generated by uses allowed in this chapter or permitted in the district in their 

customary manner of operation, or injurious to the public health, safety, and welfare. 

 

1. The noise loudness measured at the boundary line of the premises from which the noise 

originates in the Single Family, Multi Family, Rural Residential, Remote Mixed Use and 

Commercial districts, or noise loudness measured at the zoning boundary for activities in 

Light Industrial, Industrial, Waterfront Development and SMB-Waterfront Development, 

shall not exceed 90 decibels between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. weekdays and 

the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. weekends and holidays, and 50 decibels at other 

hours.  

 

2. Noises that could exceed allowed decibel levels maycould be permitted if the noise is 

muffled or located within a structure and does not exceed decibel levels at the property 

line.  

 

B.   Exceptions.   

1.    Emergency and Public Work. Noise or sound created in the performance of public 

service by governmental agencies or their contractors while performing construction, repair, 

maintenance or snow removal services; or emergency work engaged in by persons for the public 

safety, health or welfare; or to restore property to a safe condition following a public emergency; 

or work to restore essential public services, including construction activities directly related to 

the abatement of any emergency, shall not be subject to the provisions of this section. 

2.    Noises from Authorized Activities. The prohibitions of this section shall not apply to 

air traffic, parades, cultural events, athletic games, fairs, or functions and activities approved by 

the borough. 

3.    Sirens, Horns and Whistles. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any 

siren, whistle, horn or bell used by emergency vehicles or civil defense or used by motor vehicles 

as warning devices to avoid collisions. 

4.    Bells or Chimes. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any bell or chimes, 

or any device for the production or reproduction of the sound thereof, which are associated with 

a clock or time-keeping device, church or school. 

5.    Burglar Alarms. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any burglar alarm or 

security device; provided, however, no burglar alarm or security device shall sound for more 

than fifteen minutes after being activated. 

6.    Construction Activity or Equipment. The provisions of this section shall not apply to 

any construction activity or equipment operated between the hours of 7:00seven a.m. and 

8:00eight p.m. weekdays; and 10:00ten a.m. and 8:00eight p.m. weekends and holidays. 



7.     Power Tools. The provisions of this section shall not apply to any power tools, 

including chain saws, reasonably operated between the hours of 7:00seven a.m. and 8:00eight 

p.m. week days and 10:00ten a.m. and 8:00eight p.m. weekends and holidays. 

8.    Vessels. The provisions of this section shall not apply to the normal operation of any 

boat or vessel within harbors; or the maintenance on any vessel in a district zoned to allow this 

type of activity between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. weekdays; and 10:00 a.m. and 8:00 

p.m. weekends and holidays. 

9.    Motor Vehicles. The provisions of this section shall not apply to the normal and 

usual operation of motor vehicles. 

10.   Residential/Commercial Snow Removal Activity or Equipment. Noise or sound 

created in the performance of residential/commercial snow removal by property owners or their 

contractors. 

 

C. Temporary Excessive Noise permit.  

If the applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Zoning Administrator, that immediate 

compliance with the requirements of this Article would be impractical or unreasonable, the 

Administrator may issue a Temporary Use Permit to allow exception from any or all of the 

provisions contained in this Article, with appropriate conditions to minimize the public 

detriment caused by such exceptions. Any such permit shall be for an initial term as specified 

by the Zoning Administrator not to exceed thirty days. Longer terms up to one hundred twenty 

days may be granted by the Planning and Zoning Commission.  

 

In determining whether a temporary use permit should be issued and the nature and scope of 

any conditions to be imposed, the Administrator shall consider the following factors: 

(1) The level and intensity of the noise; 

(2) The level and intensity of the background noise, if any; 

(3) The proximity of the noise to residential areas; 

(4) The time of day when the noise occurs; 

(5) The duration of the noise, and whether it is recurrent, intermittent or constant; 

(6) The nature and zoning of the area within which the noise emanates or to which it is 

transmitted. 

 

D. Violations 

Any person violating any provision of this chapter is guilty of an infraction and shall be 

punished by the fine established in the WMC 1.20.050 fine schedule if the offense is listed in 

that fine schedule or by a fine of up to $500.00 if the offense is not listed in the 

WMC 1.20.050 fine schedule.  

 

https://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/Wrangell01/Wrangell0120.html#1.20.050
https://www.codepublishing.com/AK/Wrangell/html/Wrangell01/Wrangell0120.html#1.20.050


 

SEC. 3. Classification. This ordinance is of a permanent nature and shall be codified 

in the Wrangell Municipal Code.  

 

SEC. 4. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption.  

 

 

 

PASSED IN FIRST READING:      , 2019. 

 

PASSED IN SECOND READING:     , 2019. 

 

 

  

Stephen Prysunka, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

  

Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 
 



CITY AND BOROUGH OF WRANGELL, ALASKA 

 

ORDINANCE No. 958 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF 

WRANGELL, ALASKA, AMENDING THE MINOR OFFENSE FINE 

SCHEDULE IN CHAPTER 1.20, GENERAL PENALTY, OF THE WRANGELL 

MUNICIPAL CODE      

 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE ASSEMBLY OF THE CITY AND BOROUGH OF 

WRANGELL, ALASKA: 

 

[The changes to the existing code are shown as follows: the words that are underlined are 

to be added and the words that are [bolded and in brackets are to be deleted].] 

 

SEC. 1. Action.  The purpose of this ordinance is to amend the Minor Offense Fine 

Schedule in Section 1.20.050 of Chapter 1.20, General Penalty, of the Wrangell Municipal Code 

to add to the fine schedule the code sections relating to violations of Chapter 9.08, Excessive Noise 

Prohibited.     

 

SEC. 2. Amendment. Section 1.20.050 of the Wrangell Municipal Code is 

amended to read:    

 

1.20.050  Minor Offense Fine Schedule.   

In accordance with AS 29.25.070(a), citations for the following offenses may be disposed of as 

provided in AS 12.25.195-.230, without a court appearance, upon payment of the fine amounts 

listed below plus the state surcharge required by AS 12.55.039 and AS 29.25.074. Fines must be 

paid to the police department. If an offense is not listed on a fine schedule, the defendant must 

appear in court to answer the charges. The Alaska Court System’s Rules of Minor Offense 

Procedure apply to all offenses listed below.  Citations charging these offenses must meet the 

requirements of Minor Offense Rule 3. If a person charged with one of these offenses appears in 

court and is found guilty, the penalty imposed for the offense may not exceed the fine amount for 

that offense listed below.   

The fine amounts listed below are doubled for motor vehicle or traffic offenses committed in a 

highway work zone or traffic safety corridor, as those terms are defined in AS 28.90.990 and 13 

AAC 40.010(b). 

An offense listed in this schedule may not be disposed of without court appearance if the offense 

is in connection with a motor vehicle accident that results in the death of a person. 

 

 



Section Offense  Penalty/Fine 

6.05.005 Hours of operation – licensed 

marijuana facility   

$500.00 fine for each offense. 

7.04.010  Cruelty – Abandonment $200 

7.04.020 Animals at large prohibited 

 

First offense - $15, second offense - 

$50, third offense - $100. Fourth and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $200 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

7.08.010 Licensing $25.00 fine for each offense. 

7.08.020 Dog Vaccination required $50.00 fine for each offense. 

7.08.030 At large – Prohibited – 

Nuisance declared 

First offense - $15, second offense - 

$50, third offense - $100. Fourth and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $200 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

7.08.035 Objectionable animals First offense - $15, second offense - 

$50, third offense - $100. Fourth and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $200 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

7.08.040 Restraint requirements First offense - $15, second offense - 

$50, third offense - $100. Fourth and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $200 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

7.08.045 & 7.08.050 Off-leash areas & Off –leash 

area rules 

First offense - $15, second offense - 

$50, third offense - $100. Fourth and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $200 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

7.08.115 Potentially dangerous and 

dangerous dogs: violation of 

restrictions, confinement 

requirements, and sign 

requirements 

First offense - $200. Second and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $300 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

7.08.120 Biting dog – Confinement First offense - $200. Second and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $300 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

7.08.140 Proclamation to confine all 

dogs during epidemic 

First offense - $200 Second and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 



court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $300 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

7.08.150 Interference with animal 

enforcement agents 

First offense - $200 Second and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $300 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

9.08.080 Accumulations of rubbish & 

materials prohibited 

$100.00 fine for each offense. 

9.08.085 Excessive Noise Prohibited First offense - $50, second offense - 

$75, third offense - $150. Fourth and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $300 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

9.12.020, 9.12.030,  

& 9.12.040  

Fireworks where prohibited; 

sale where prohibited; display 

violations  

First offense - $200. Second and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $300 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

9.16.020  Deposit in public places 0-1 pound = $50.00 fine, 1-5 pounds 

= $150.00 fine, 6-10 pounds = 

$250.00, 11-15 pounds = $350.00 

fine, 15 + pounds = $500.00 fine. 

9.16.030 Maintaining sidewalks free of 

litter. 

$75.00 fine for each offense. 

9.16.040 Deposit from vehicles 

prohibited 

$75.00 fine for each offense. 

9.16.050 Operating litter-generating 

vehicles prohibited 

0-1 pound = $50.00 fine, 1-5 pounds 

= $150.00 fine, 6-10 pounds = 

$250.00, 11-15 pounds = $350.00 

fine, 15 + pounds = $500.00 fine. 

9.16.060 Deposit on private property 

prohibited 

0-1 pound = $50.00 fine, 1-5 pounds 

= $150.00 fine, 6-10 pounds = 

$250.00, 11-15 pounds = $350.00 

fine, 15 + pounds = $500.00 fine. 

9.16.070 Property owner’s responsibility 

to maintain premises 

$75.00 fine for each offense. 

9.16.080 Handbills – Restrictions 

generally 

$75.00 fine for each offense. 

9.16.090 Handbills – Distribution on 

private property 

$75.00 fine for each offense. 

9.16.100 Posting notices prohibited  $50.00 fine for each offense. 

10.18.010 Abuse of 911 system First offense - $200. Second and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 



minimum fine of $300 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

10.36.010 Discharge of firearms and other 

weapons prohibited within 

certain areas 

First offense - $200. Second and 

subsequent offenses are mandatory 

court appearance offenses with a 

minimum fine of $300 and a 

maximum fine of $500.00. 

10.44.010 Possession, Control, or 

Consumption of Alcoholic 

Beverages by persons under 21 

years of age 

$500.00 fine for each offense. 

10.46.010(A)(1) Consumption of marijuana in a 

public place prohibited 

$100.00 fine for each offense. 

10.46.010(A)(2) Consume marijuana outdoors 

adjacent public place without 

consent of property owner 

$100.00 fine for each offense. 

10.48.010 Possession of tobacco by a 

minor under 19 years of age 

$75.00 fine for each offense.  

11.28.020 Prohibited parking places  $50.00 fine for each offense. 
11.28.030 Red-painted curbs and signs – 

No parking 

$50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.28.040 Time-limit parking $50.00 fine for each offense. 
11.28.080 Blocking roadway prohibited $50.00 fine for each offense. 
11.28.090 Bus stop and passenger zone – 

Parking prohibited 

$50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.28.100 Loading and unloading 

materials 

$50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.28.130 Method of parking – Loading 

permits 

$50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.30.030 Parking in excess of posted 

time limit – Parking lots 

$50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.30.040 Proper parking required – 

Parking lots 

$50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.30.050 Vehicles and objects prohibited 

– Parking lots 

$75.00 fine for each offense. 

11.36.060 Stop when traffic obstructed $75.00 fine for each offense. 

11.36.070 Bicycle restrictions on 

sidewalks 

$50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.36.080 U-turns prohibited $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.36.100 Dragging objects prohibited $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.36.110 Projecting loads on passenger 

vehicles 

$50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.36.160 Use of coaster, rollerskates, 

skateboards, sleds and skis 

$50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.36.170 Excessive acceleration $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.64.010 Sound trucks – permit required $100.00 fine for each offense. 
11.68.020 Registration required  $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.68.030 Required equipment $50.00 fine for each offense. 



11.68.040 Snowmobile operation 

restricted 

$50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.68.050 Designated right-of-way $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.70.015 Unlicensed operators $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.70.016 Registration required $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.70.020 Hours of operation $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.70.021 Prohibited areas of operation $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.70.025 Helmets required $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.70.030 Lights $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.70.035 Citation for defective 

equipment 

$150.00 fine for each offense. 

11.70.040 Failure to stop at direction of 

peace officer 

$150.00 fine plus four points off of 

Driver’s License for each offense. 

11.70.050 Parental responsibility $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.70.055 Owner responsibility $50.00 fine for each offense. 

11.76.020 Junk vehicles unlawful $50.00 fine for each offense. Each 10 

days shall constitute a separate 

violation. 

14.09.005 Speeding $150.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.015 Hazard to navigation $100.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.020 Failure to register $25.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.025 Improper mooring $25.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.030 Inadequate equipment $50.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.035 Improper use of facilities  $50.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.040 Improper waste disposal $50.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.045 Improper petroleum product 

disposal 

$100.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.050 Improper care and control of 

animals 

$25.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.055 Water sports $25.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.065 Improper use of seaplane float $50.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.070 Improper use of a loading zone  $25.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.075 Improper use of fire equipment $100.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.080 Improper use of utilities $50.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.085 Tampering and defacing signs $25.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.090 Nuisance $100.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.095 Failure to comply with rules, 

regulations or procedures. 

$100.00 fine for each offense. 

14.09.100 Obstruct or impede use of any 

launch ramp 

$50.00 fine for each offense. 

15.04.550 Unauthorized turning on or off 

of service 

$250.00 fine for each offense. 

15.04.620 Fire hydrant restrictions $250.00 fine for each offense. 

15.04.650 Water Shortage Management 

Plan – Violations and Charges 

– non-industrial/non-

commercial water customers   

Stage II water shortage: 

First offense - written warning.  

Second and subsequent offenses - 

$250.00 fine for each offense.   
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15.04.650 Water Shortage Management 

Plan – Violations and Charges 

– non-industrial/non-

commercial water customers     

  

 

Stage III water shortage:  

First offense – written warning.  

Second and subsequent offenses - 

$500.00 fine for each offense.  

15.04.650 Water Shortage Management 

Plan – Violations and Charges 

– industrial or commercial 

water customers   

Stage II water shortage: 

First offense - written warning. 

Second and subsequent offenses - 

$750.00 fine for each offense.  

15.04.650  Water Shortage Management 

Plan – Violations and Charges 

– industrial or commercial 

water customers    

Stage III water shortage: 

First offense – written warning.  

Second and subsequent offenses - 

$1,500.00 fine for each offense.   

15.18.030 Refuse containers – Required $150.00 fine for each offense. 

15.18.032 Refuse containers – Maintained $150.00 fine for each offense. 

15.18.050  Disposal of offensive refuse 

prohibited 

$150.00 fine for each offense. 

15.18.052  Burning of certain materials 

prohibited 

$150.00 fine for each offense. 

15.18.075 Monofill disposal permit and 

fees 

$150.00 fine for each offense. 

20.92.020 Building/Structure declared 

unlawful & a public nuisance 

$100.00 fine for each offense. 

 

 

SEC. 3.  Classification.  This ordinance is of a permanent nature and shall be codified 

in the Wrangell Municipal Code. 

 

SEC. 4.  Severability.  If any portion of this ordinance or any application thereof to 

any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of this ordinance and the application to 

other persons or circumstances shall not be affected thereby. 

 

SEC. 5. Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be effective upon adoption. 

 

 

PASSED IN SECOND READING:           , 2019 

 

PASSED IN SECOND READING:     , 2019 

 

 

 

_____________________________  

Stephen Prysunka, Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

________________________________ 



  

Kim Lane, Borough Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 



City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 

Agenda Item G5 

 

Date:  February 11, 2019 

To:   Planning and Zoning Commission 

From:  Carol Rushmore, Economic Development Director   

Re: Update regarding Mental Health/USFS land trade issues 
 

   

Update on the status of the development of the plats: 

The attached drawings show some of the negotiated changes between the USFS and MHT 

regarding the preliminary plats for the land trade. 

Exhibit A shows an additional carve out are that will remain with MHT due to a previous pit and 

encroachment and debris. 

Exhibit B shows additional carve out areas that will remain with MHT also due to 

debris/encroachments. One of the areas is part the land area the Borough was asking MHT to 

retain for potential residential development opportunities. The area retained is not as large as 

the City was requesting, but at least some of that area might be available for future residential 

development.  The area along Pats Creek Landing Road  and the LTF will remain with MHT – the 

USFS already has an easement for use of the road but due to debris it was omitted from the 

trade. 

Exhibit C: the surveyors are asking the City to consider an easement along the existing gated 

road.  Staff has not yet received a reason why this is being requested.  During the PZ meeting, 

the USFS was not interested in access there. They or SEAPA can always request use of that 

road.  Staff discussions have been to not recommend a permanent easement for the Assembly 

to consider because of the asbestos monofil along that road.  There will be access via the 

Institute Road and across MHT lands to the upper property boundary of Lot 1 by the electrical 

lines.  



 Source: Esri, DigitalGlobe, GeoEye, Earthstar Geographics,
CNES/Airbus DS, USDA, USGS, AeroGRID, IGN, and the GIS
User Community

Overview of Proposed TLO Retained Lands  W-1

!
Proposed TLO Retained Lands W-1 Boundary

W-1

Detail of Proposed TLO Retained
Lands W-1

Exhibit A
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Rock Pit

Judy
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