












































































































City and Borough of Wrangell, Alaska 
 

Agenda G-6 
 
Date:  September 1, 2016 
 
To:    Planning and Zoning Commission 
 
From:  Carol Rushmore, Economic Development Director   
 
Re:   Tiny Homes, Cottages, Yurts 
 
 
 
This memo and information is an introductory discussion of Tiny Homes, Cottages, Yurts to identify 
for the Commission some of the inquiries and issues that staff are discussing, and to obtain some 
direction or interest for future discussions. 
 
What has prompted this discussion?  
 

1) Institute Master Plan includes a development area for tiny homes/small cottages – sharing 
parking, common area and reducing lot size requirements. 

2) Inquiries by several individuals about the construction of yurts in Wrangell. 
3) Inquiries about tiny homes (on wheels or off) and where are they permitted 
4) Staff acknowledging changes in building options and needing further education as to zoning 

or building code compliance 
 
 
Some basic sites for starters if you feel up to exploring these issues:  
 
Fact Sheet from the State of Minnesota on Tiny Houses: 
http://americantinyhouseassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/Minnesota-Tiny-House-Fact-
Sheet.pdf 
 
By Becky Kemery,  excerpt from Yurts: Living in the Round 
http://www.yurtinfo.org/yurts-and-building-codes 
 
http://americantinyhouseassociation.org/ 
 
 
At the meeting I will share some of the information I have found out thus far and issues potentially 
facing Wrangell. 
 
Temporary vs. permanent use 
Accessory vs primary use 
Permanent foundations 
Building code requirements 
Standards as to floor size, sewer/water, kitchen, toilets  
 
There are many more valuable websites. If you find one you think provides great information, please 
email it to me. I am developing a list of sites and can add it to the spreadsheet.  
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